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The Love of God’ 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 
IFE brings to all the cold and stormy 


night, 
The weary day, the road that winds 
uphill; 
But God has made a refuge safe and 
bright. 
His Word, a lamp, shines from the 
window sill. 


A Friend is waiting at the open deer 

To welcome all the needy and give rest. 

His nail-scarred hands the wounded can 
restore; _ 

He bids whoever will come be His guest. 

No one is turned away, no one denied. 

Such is the love of God for us. Ah, more 

Than we can ask or think will He 
provide; 

Such is God’s grace through Christ the 
Crucified. 

Love, everlasting love, too deep too wide 

For human thought — God’s love for you, 
for me — 

Here may we rest our faith eternally. 

This is the love that never changed can 
be, 

The love divine that ever seeks and 
yearns; 

The gift unmerited that no ene earns — 

This is the love of God for you, for me! 


Walking in the Spirit 

One key to victory in the Christian 
life is to walk in the Spirit. Scripture 
is lavish in its precepts and promises 
concerning how-to overcome temptation 
and the weaknesses of the flesh, and one 
principle is clearly set forth by Paul 
when he says, “Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” 
(Gal. 5:16). A little further on he names 
the ninefold fruit of the Spirit, which 
will appear in anyone who walks con- 
sistently in the Spirit. This is the result; 
but what is it to walk in the Spirit? It 
is to be ever sensitive to His leading, to 
order one’s life according to the Scrip- 
tures, and to do nothing to grieve the 
Spirit. There are many snares and pit- 
falls. Some of these, which are not 
recognized as gross sins, but which are 
all too common, are: wasting time 
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(which should be redeemed, “because 
the days are evil’); aimless, thoughtless 
talk; long and heated argument; neglect 
of private Bible study and prayer; the 
minor, complaining, and sarcastic strain 
in conversation; late hours at night and 
late rising, making morning devotions 
impossible; lack of sympathy and love 
for others, and complete indifference as 
to their feelings; doing our duty in a 
slipshod way, when we think no one 
else will know; trimming our views of 
right and wrong to please the company 
we are with. Any of these, indulged 
in, will make our walk halting and lame. 
But as we check our lives Uaily by the 
Word of God, .He can, show + ys‘ what 
needs to be correéted; and, ‘better gti, 
by His indwelling Spirit He “will epab: 
us to “walk worthy of the Lord unto 


pleasing.” 
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An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


when he was twenty-one. On the 

title page is a drawing of a hill 
bearing three crosses, being a represen- 
tation of Calvary, and an open Bible 
with the inscription below it: 

“John Russell, converted Sept. 30, 1764, 
aetat. 19, at about half an hour after 
seven in the evening.” 

The entry for September 30, 1769, was: 

“This day, five years ago, was the day 
in which I was called out of darkness 
into God’s marvellous light under the 
ministry of dear Mr. Madan at the Lock, 
where I went out of curiosity and ridi- 
cule.” 

He kept this diary in shorthand, and 
at one time occurred these lines of praise 
in this old-fashioned, cramped, short- 
hand script, 


H: diary commenced July 8, 1766, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Is thy God ... able? ...My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut 
the lions’ mouths, that they have 
not hurt me”. (Dan. 6:20, 22). 




















But whilst I taste Thy blessings, Lord, 
And ’scape the storms below 

O may my soul be led to Thee, 
From whom all blessings flow: 


And if such story of Thy love 
Through the lost world we trace, 
How far transcendent are Thy works 
Throughout the world of grace. 


Just as before yon noonday sun 
The brightest stars are small, 

So earthly comforts are but snares, 
Till grace has crowned them all. 


The writer of this diary, the bicen- 
tenary of whose birth has just been 
celebrated, was one of the most distin- 
guished portrait painters of the Engli&h 
eighteenth century. “Only a little be- 
low Reynolds and Romney and Gaines- 
borough,” is the judgment of Lord Ron- 
ald wer—a_ fascinating painter! 
Nearly 800 known portraits from his 
brugh still exist and besides them many 
genre works such as the lovely “Girl 
with Cherries” now in the Louvre. Most 
of his portraits were of persons high in 
the military and political life of England, 
but what interests Christians more are 
the portraits of the religious -leaders of 
the day. His closest friends were Wesley 
and Whitefield, and he painted them both 
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Also Fletcher of Madelay, Toplady, the 
author of “Rock of Ages,” the poet and 
hymn writer, William Cowper, Lady 
Huntingdon, William Wilberforce, Henry 
Venn, and other Evangelicals. S. S. 
Wesley, who wrote the music for “The 
Church’s One Foundation,” sat for him, 
and also Charles Elliott, whose-daughter 
Charlotte was author of “Just as I Am 
Without One Plea.” There is no known 
portrait of William Carey, although he 
may well have painted him, but there 
is one of John Ryland, who rose after 
Carey had proposed the founding of a 
missionary society with the well remem- 
bered words, “Young man, when God 
Almighty pleases to convert the heathen 
He will do it without your help or mine.” 

That his was living portraiture testi- 
fied John Newton, preacher and hymn 
writer, who said to Bacon, John Russell’s 
close friend: 

“I think I can prove it must be a 
tolerable resemblance, for while sitting 
I caught sight of my face in a looking 
‘glass and, being tired and disposed to 
yawn, I made a face at myself but found 
for the first time that the mirror would 
not respond to my grimace, it being the 
picture and not my face which was re- 
flected in the glass, but which I cer- 
tainly thought was myself.” 

The finest portrait of Sir William 
Herschel was from Russell’s brush. The 
astronomer sat in 1794, and thereafter 
Russell himself took to astronomy, de- 
‘voting himself to the study of the moon. 
For many years he worked on a lunar 
map, drawing by actual and most care- 
ful measurements every mountain, val- 
ley, and sea. It is now in the Radcliffe 
Observatory, Oxford. 

7. + om > 

“He was a fine artist and what was 
better, an eminent Christian,” wrote 
Bacon of Russell. In season and out of 
season he witnessed to Chgist. After his 
conversion he sought to persuade his 
brother pupils in Francis Cote's school 
of painting to attend with him services 
at St. Dunstan on Fleet Street. This 
excited their enmity. He started prayer 
meetings for them. His master, angered 
by his devotion, “disturbed me with 
oaths at my prayers,” and would hinder 
him from churchgoing by sending him 
to auctions of drawings, which lastéd 
ten days at a time. Even at home he 
received no countenance. “My mother,” 
he wrote, “came up with me tonight 
when I went to bed and charged me to 
say nothing ,about my religion #0 the 
servants or anybody else here, which I 
absolutely refused to comply with and 
answered to the contrary, ‘I am resolved, 
whatever be the consequences, to speak 
to all I possibly can.’” 

_ Later on he took to preaching in homes 
and the result is entered in his diary: 
“The anger of Guildford people is now 
arisen to: that pitch that the géneral 
expression is that they should be glad 
to see me with a stone round my neck 
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and thrown in the river, though I must 
justify myself that I behave with the 
utmost civility to all.” And later, “The 
mob threatens me for preaching. The 
cry on High Street is, ‘No Whitefield- 
ites !’” 

He rides to London on a coach and 
speaks to the coachman about his soul; 
also preaches Christ to the passengers 
inside. Of this he says, “Enabled with 
much power to reason with passengers; 
one asked to see me in private.” 

The same faithfulness marked his later 
professional years. Here are a few ex- 
tracts,from his diary: “Found power to 
speak, with I hope propriety and mod- 
esty, to the Rev. Mr. Bund, a sitter. 
. + . Had an argument with Mr. Hay- 
don on religion today as he came to see 
me paint the portrait of his son. I had 
power given me to speak with meek- 
ness. ... Lady Montague favors me with 
a good deal of Christian conversation 
in my painting room, and I was enabled 
to speak with power upon some cases 
of conscience she put to me.” - 

* > * * 


“All that will live godly in Christ 


May 4, 1946: 


Jesus shall ‘suffer persecution,” said the 
Apostle Paul. When James Russell 
painted the Rev. Charles Burdett, they 
argued about going to plays, and the 
sitter became so angry that the painter 
feared “lest he should forbid me from 
the communion table next Sunday.” At 
the Royal Academy dinners he was of- 
fended by the improper conversation, 
and always left early before the wine 
had exhibited its debauching quality 
(Eph. 5:18). This did not make him 
personally popular. He had the same 
trouble at Sir Joshua Reynolds’ dinners 
at the Turk’s Head Inn. 
* * * s 

What sort of departure would such a 
man have? Just what dhe would ex. 
pect. 

His son William was with him at the 
last, and when the end drew near was 
about to pray by his bedside. The dying 
man raised himself, however, and stop- 
ped him with an imperative gesture, 
saying: 

“No, William, do not pray for me. 
There is no prayer for me now. From 
henceforth all is praise.” 


NoTEsS ON OPEN LETTERS 


Have Testaments Stopped Bullets? 


I am enclosing a little clipping, part 
of a sermon preached by one of our 
Modernists. It has upset me keenly, 
as I am sure that the story is true 
in regard to the Testaments saving 
a young man’s life. I know that I saw 
the story somewhere, and the young 
man’s name was given, and I am won- 
dering if it was in the Trues. If it 
was, could you tell me what issue? 
I really want to reply to the comment 
in -our daily paper. po hegre 4 the 
minister is not familiar with the Testa- 
ments given to the servicemen by the 
Gideons, which contain the Psalms 
also.—A Connecticut reader. © 


As the minister was quoted in the 
clipping, he. said in part: 


Let me begin with a story which 
I read recen ¥ A young soldier was 
en a New Testament. He put it in 
is shirt pocket and carried it always. 
One day a sniper’s bullet weht straight 
for his heart. The Testament in his 
et saved his life. When he opened 
e book later, he found that the bullet 
had_ stop at this verse: “A thou- 
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it 
shall not come nigh thee.” Now what 
do you think of that story? -Person- 
ally I think it is terrible. First of all, 
because it is not true. It never hap- 
pened., ‘That verse oe to be in 
the Old Testament. that is what 
New Testaments are carried for, then 
it is rather meager protection. I would 
much rather prefer a bullet-proof vest. 
That same story was told over and 
over in World War One. 


About ‘the time the Editors received 
the letter from the Connecticut reader, 
Chaplain Wyeth Willard came to speak 
at the prayer meeting held every Mon- 
day in Tae Sunpay Scuoot Tomes offices. 


At that time he showed a Testament 
that had stopped a bullet and probably 
saved a man’s life. He is the author of 
the widely read book, “The Leatherneeks 
Come Through” (Revell). He and Mrs. 
Willard are the directors of “Camp 
Good News for Boys” and “Camp Good 
Cheer . for Girls,” Christian summer 
camps at Forestdale, Cape. Cod, Mass.; 
and in September Chaplain Willard will! 
join the staff of Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Iil. 

So far as the Editors can recall, the 
Tres has not published any account 
ef how Testaments stopped bullets in 
this last war. At the request of the 
Editor, Chaplain Willard has written the 
following conclusive reply to the skep- 
tical minister’s statements: 


It was my privilege to serve for three 
years with units of the United States 
Marine Corps. My last assignment dur- 
ing the fourth year of my active duty 
was that of Senior Chaplain aboard the 
battleship U.S.S. Washington. During 
those four years it was my privilege to 
give out thousands of copies of the New 
Testament. 

Since returning to civilian life I have 
often been asked the following ques- 
tions: 

1. When the marines went into combat, 
did they carry New Testaments in the 
belief that these would act as charms? 

2. Did I know of a single case where 
a New Testament had stopped a bullet, 
and thereby saved a man’s life? 


I believe that combat troops carried 
(Continued on page 412) 
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The Last Letters 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of Peter Vansteenberghe 
When he knew that he was to be executed by a German firing squad 
Edited by O. VANSTEENBERGHE, D.D. 


WOULD like in this article to testify 
to the faithfulness of the Lord. 

The total collapse of our country 
and the absence of & voice that would 
give a lead to our people were a source 
of confusion and distress of mind and 
soul. The stubborn resistance of the 
English people and the victorious fight 
of the RAF against terrible odds brought 
the first glimmer of a new hope. 

Our young people. were deeply exer- 
cised. They knew the terrible toll which 
the war was exacting from our Allies 
who were still able to fight. Yet they 
themselves were doing nothing to help 
win the final victory. 

Then, here and there, some active re- 
sistance came into being, mainly in the 
form of sabotage of the means of trans- 
port and communication. 

Our two boys, with thousands of 
others, became members of small groups, 
each one specializing in one kind of 
activity: sabotage, espionage, elimina- 
tion of dangerous collaborators, and the 
like. I tried to dissuade them at first. 
Their reply was typical of the attitude 
of our young people: We will never 
aid the enemy; hewill conscript us and 
serid us to Germany to do slave labor 
to help him win the war. If we refuse, 
he will torture us to death. It is better 
for the Allied cause and gnore honorable 
for us to die fighting. 

After having taken his share in desul- 
tory activities of this group, Peter was 
ordered to a‘camp in the Ardennes Forest 


in March, 1943, and made the assistant 


to the commander. 

We have only one letter from him, 
while on active service, which is dated 
August, 1943. In it he gives news of 
the activities and ends up thus: “Very 
soon we shall be back home and seated 
around the family table. Should, how- 
ever, one of us be missing, we shall 
not mourn but rather rejoice that. one 
of us was deemed worthy to pour out 
his blood for the fatherland.” 

Peter did not know that he would be 
the missing one. 

On September 17 he was arrested in 
bed “at the home of a doctor where he 
was being nursed back to health after 
a severe’ bicycle accident, and transfer- 
red to the St. Gilles Prison in Brussels. 

We heard of it a few days later and 
very soon confirmation was conveyed by 
Peter himself through an official prison 
form. 

Fear of attracting attention to the Mis- 
sion and endangering its existence kept 


Many Times readers and friends of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission may 
recall the letter that Peter Van- 
steenberghe wrote, just before his 
death, to the Evangelical Young 
People’s Union in Brussels, and 
which was published in the Times 
a little over a year ago— March 3, 
1945. His father, co-director of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, who is now 
in this country, has very kindly con- 
sented to share several other of 
Peter’s last letters with Times 
readers. He has translated them 
from the French. They constitute 
one of the most moving Christian 
documents that have come out of 
the recent war. They show how the 
grace of God was sufficient to give 
courage and peace to a young man 
who knew, for’ more than two 
months, that he was condemned to 
die; and to sustain his parents, when 
the final, irrevocable word came to 
them. Surely there will be many 
Christian young people who will be 
strengthened by the story of how 
bravely Peter finished his course, and 
many parents who will find great 
comfort in this triumphant testimony. 








us‘from making any Tove in Peter’s 
favor. We prayed that the Lord would 
protect His work and our boy. 

As the weeks passed without news of 
his death, we began to hope that Peter 
might escape the worst. Then at the 
end of October, on a certain night, I 
was called to the Mission where a°let- 
ter from Peter had arrived for me. This 
was the letter: 


“My very dear Father: 

“You will, no doubt, be surprised to 
receive this letter at the Mission, but I 
must give you some news which should 
be communicated to Mother with much 
precaution or perhaps not at all for the 
present. Yesterday, Wednesday, I ap- 
peared before the military court where 
I was condemned to death. I sent at 
once a request for.a reprieve; that is 
why it would be well to leave Mother 
in complete ignorance of all until I have 
received an answer to my request. It 
pains me to have to write this, not that 
I fear death, because for us Christians 
deathr means life in the very presence of 
God. What pains me is the thought of 
your sorrow, yet we have the assurance 
of being reunited very soon in Heaven. 
...1 was very happy to receive on the 
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evening of my condemnation, through 
the chaplain, a French Bible. I derived 
comfort from reading Psalm 23. I hope 
also that very soon_I shall be allowed to 
receive mail and that I shall know how 
things are at home with my brothers 
and my sister-in-law. How is Mother? 
I hope that if she has to learn of my 
condition. she will be able to bear up 
under the burden. I pray God to give 


all of us the strength and éo € ito, 


bear this trial. It is hard for the fam- 
ily, but whatever the reply reguest 
for reprieve, may the will of the Lord 
be done.” 


At the time thktdhis tter came into 
my possession I received from Brother 
Oliveira of Lisbon a letter with the 
French trahslatiop .of the folléWihg 
poem, which.appears on mage. 104sin-the 
book, “The Triumph of John and Betty 
Stam”: 

Afraid? Of what? 

To feel the spirit’s glad release? 

To pass from pain to perfect peace 

The strife and strain of life to cease? 

Afraid — of that? 
Afraid? Of what? 

Afraid to see the Saviour’s face, 

To hear His welcome, and to trace 

The glory gleam from wounds of grace? 

Afraid — of that? 
Afraid? Of what? 

A flash, a crash, a pierced heart; 

Darkness, light, O Heaven’s art! 

A wound of His a counterpart ! 

Afraid — of that? 
Afraid? Of what? 

To do by death what life could not — 

Baptize with blood.a stony plot, * 

Till souls shall blossom from the spot? 

Afraid — of that? 


I found this poem so appropriate that 
I copied it at once and sent it to our 
boy in prison. Peter was very pleased 
with it, too, for he wrote: 

“Thank you, Father, for the, poem 














Peter Vansteenberghe 
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which you sent; it did me much good. 
My darling Mother, I was proud and 
my heart was full of praise when I saw 
you so, full of courage in moments 
which must break your good mother 
heart, but you know that I pray for you 
and also for Father and my brothers 
and all our friends, Our comfort is in 
God. . . . We receive. one book from 
the prison library every two weeks. I 
have the added privilege of having the 
Bible and I derive much help from it.” 


The weary months of waiting passed 
by; we hoped against hope that the re- 
prieve might be granted. We were able 
to see our boy once every two weeks 
and provide him with clean linen and 
some food ‘during the same period. The 
last time we saw him was two days 
before Christmas when he looked in the 
best of spirits. 


Christmas, New Year’s Day, passed, and 

then suddenly the terrible news came 
through. I learned of it while on a visit to 
the Roman Catholic chaplain. He told me 
that Peter had been executed on the 
30th day of December, 1943. I had to 
take this news home. In the afternoon 
I went to meet my loved ones with the 
evil tidings. I found my dear wife in 
the dining room, knitting. We have had, 
since we are children of God, the habit 
of telling straight out the. things that 
have to be communicated; therefore, I 
calmly went to her and said, “My dear, 
our dear boy Peter is with the Lord.” 
Mother did not at once understand me, be- 
cause of her being somewhat hard of hear- 
ing. I had to repeat three of four times 
what I had just said. When finally she 
had understood, she looked up at me and 
said, “My Peter, my poor boy !” 
‘There was nothing that we could do 
but to fall on our kness and pour out 
our hearts before the Lord: The min- 
utes that we spent, thus literally cast 
upon our Heavenly Father, are among 
the most precious of my Christian ex- 
perience. When we got up from our 
knees, my dear wife went back to the 
easy chair, took up her knitting again, 
and continued where she had left off. 
Thus, did the Lord deliver us from de- 
spair and, incidentally, my wife from 
total collapse. She is a heart patient; 
for years her life has been, because of 
it, in daily danger. 

When our family doctor heard the 
news, he came to the home at once and 
warned me of the possible reactions. 
This same warning was given by the 
heart specialist who called me on the 
telephone. I want to say at once that 
by the grace of God no such reaction 
ever took pla¢e. Lifeyat home continued 
in its even flow as if nothing had hap- 
pened. This is the Lord’s doing. ~~ 

A day or two later we received the 
letters that our boy had written during 
the last night of his earthly pilgrimage. 
He wrote eight letters in all, every one 
of them in his usual, calm handwriting. 
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Here are a few of the extracts of his 
letters to his parents. : 


“My very dear parents: The hour has 
now struck when we must look at the 
future with courage and in complete sub- 
mission to the will of God. Tomorrow, 
Tuesday, 30th of December at 8.30 I shall 
end my earthly pilgrimage to live again in 
my Saviour. This afternoon I was taken 
from my cell and transferred to another 
cell where I found my comrade-in-arms, 
Fernand Gracia. At 6 p.m. we were 
taken before the Commander of the 
prison who told us that our request for 
reprieve had been rejected and that the 
execution of the sentence would take 
place on the morrow. 

“It is now 10 p.m.; the guard has been 
changed. The inventory of my things has 
been made; you will receive all I leave 
behind. My clothing I would like to 
be given to my older brother, whom, I 
believe, has the greatest need for it. 
Father, I give you my watch and at your 
death it should go to Carlo [his older 
brother]. Darling Mother, please wear the 
ring which you have given me, and, when 
you look at it, be proud of your son who 
died for his country and know that I 
have conformed my life to the words 
‘sincerity and loyalty’ which are en- 
graved upon it. Tonight I have had a 
visit from the Protestant chaplain and 
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tomorrow I shall be present at the Com- 
munion service. I have read the Twen- 
ty-third Psalm and I leave it to you for 
your comfort, for where better than in 
the Bible could we find comfort when 
we pass through the ‘valley of the 
shadow of death.’ 

“My very dear parents, very soon I” 
shall be on high in the presence of my 
Saviour and in the company of my dar- 
ling sister. Very soon we shall all be 
there rejoicing in the Lord. I am very 
calm, for I do not look upon death as 


‘the end of life, but rather as a change 


of life. Such a change is not for us a 
loss, but rather a gain. ... Dear parents, 
God has left you three more sons who 
will bring much joy to your hearts. 
Your sorrow will be great and mine as 
I think of you shall be no less.’ t’ us 
be courageous in trial. My last thoughts 
will be for you. Jd thank the Lord for 
the family which He has given me, for 
the example which I have found there, 
and for all the joys, the happy days, 
and the days of tzial which we bore 
together. Last year it was darling 
Mother who was on the point of going 
to her Lord, but He has kept her a 
little longer to be the joy of her chil- 
dten and grandchildren. May you live 
many long years yet and very soon see 
(Continued on page 410) 


The center of religious thought for Christian, Jew, and Moslem 


By T. A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


Last year, in the September 15 issue of the Times, Dr. Lambie told 
of his purpose in going to Palestine to begin a new, work for the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. Since that time, 
and while Dt. and Mrs. Lambie were en route from England, God saw 
fit to take Mrs. Lambie to Himself. Her earthly remains lie in a little 


cemetery near the sea, not far from Port Said, Egypt. 


Dr. Lambie has 


gone on to Jerusalem, where he is prospecting for a site for the new 

work, while awaiting three new missionaries who will soon sail from 

America to help in the work. Later articles will tell more of the latest 
developments in Bible lands. 


N= a day passes without some ref- 
erence in the newspapers to Pales- 
tine,-and every intelligent person musi 
be interested in the events that are tran- 
spiring here and in the actions taken by 
the United Nations influencing the future 
and the present of the Land of Promise. 

When Jacob was returning to his 
fatherland, after his knavish dealings 
both with his father and his father-in- 
law, coming back asa wealthy Bedouin- 
like sheik, he was met by his elder 


.brother who had once proclaimed his 


intention to kill him. He deserved death. 
“The wages of sin is death,” and there 
had been plenty of sin. “But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound,” 
and God’s grace was extended to the un- 
worthy, guilty sinner. God’s eye saw 


something in Jacob that Esau could not 


- 


see and which most of the people of the 
world today cannot see in Jacob’s de- 
scendants. 

God sees something in you and me 
that the world cannot see, for He sent 
His only begotten Son to die for us 
when we were dead in trespasses and 
sins. We are blessed by living in the 
days after Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion, and taking that into account, we 
are far more unlovely than was Jaccb 
the supplanter: 4 

Before Jacob was permitted to live 
at peace in the land, he had first to 
make his peace with Who can 
doubt but that during t long night 
of strong wrestling with God, that the 
whole panorama of his. past life of trick- 
ery and selfish scheming was brought 
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before him- to shame and humble him 
so that, at last, in despair, he left it all 
and clung only to God? 

When through His Spirit our wretched 
past is brought before us and our sin 
confessed, we, too, can only cleave to 
God and Jesus Christ, His only Son, and 
only then do we, too, have peace in 
Him and in His land. 

Even Jacob’s body ached from the in- 
tensity of the conflict, and he went limp- 
ing ever afterward from the touch of 
God, who had given him a thorn to re- 
mind him of his bitter, thorny past as 
well as a glorious future hope. So many 
times God has to touch our bodies be- 
fore we can yield to Him our full spir- 
itual devotion. 

At last Jacob yielded, at last he had 
peace. The man with whom he wrestled 
was the Son of man. He yielded to Him 
and he had comfort, and now, at last, 
could he have peace in the land and 
became Israel, a prince of God. Just 
so the Jew today is resisted by Esau, 
his erstwhile brother, and although he 
may enter the land of God’s sure promise, 
after long years of wandering, after 
long years of cheating and being eheated 
and oppressed, he will never have peace 
in the land until he yields to the night- 
long wrestle with the Son of man, with 
God’s only Son, whom he once rejected 
and whom ‘he continues to reject. 

When he has thus yielded, and not 
until then, will he really possess the 
land. That that day should be hastened 
must be the fervent prayer of all who 
love God and who love Israel after the 
Spirit. In that day he will have peace 
with Esau and all the other dwellers in 
the land. That day will surely come. 

As that day rapidly approaches, those 
of us to whom God has given to see His 
truth concerning the Jew and Palestine 
will increasingly have our attention fixed 
upon Israel and the Holy Land, know- 
ing that the events that will so soon 
take place are indissolubly connected 
with the return of the Lord Jesus and 
our own redemption. 


“How Can I Help But Believe?” 


As I sit writing just outside Jerusalem, 
do I really think, do I really believe 
that soon He will rend the heavens and 
come down? Do I really believe that 
those pierced and newly scarred feet 
that last pressed His earth on Olivet’s 
sacred mount will soon be seen of all 
of us here in Jerusalem and throughout 
the world, be seen by all of us who love 
the Lord’s appearing? How can I help 
but believe it? “Behold, I come quickly,” 
and John sweetly answers for himself 
and for me, “Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” He comes again and He 
comes soon, and He comes to Jerusalem 
the city of the great King and His com4 
ing is linked with the return of Istfael 
to their land. 

I do not like to limit Israel’s land to 
what we know today as Palestine, for 
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we are plainly told that the land is to 
extend from Egypt to the Euphrates, 
and that which, in unbelief, they failed 
to possess fully is, nevertheless, a sure 
future possession for them. In this sure 
possession all the Jews ‘of the whole 
world could be easily contained. With 
the wonderful soil reclamation schemes, 
already started, carried on to full com- 
pletion, and with the arts and commerce, 
such a population can be fully sustained. 
Here in Palestine the desert already be- 
gins to blossom as the rose, and the 
future will surely dwarf the present 
achievement. 

Jerusalem has been said to be the ex- 
act center of the earth’s land masses, 
its continents and islands. Certainly it 
is the world’s best known city, unique 
in that although located in Asia, it is at 
the very crossroads of the great conti- 
nents of Africa and Europe. 

Even if its geographical centrality 
could be disputed, it would still remain 
true that it is the religious center of 
the world, the world of the past, the 
world of the present, the world of the 
future. It was here that the hopes of 
Israel were centered in the past, “If I 
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning.” It was here 
that the Prince of Glory died. It was 
here that He arose and ascended, and it 
was to Jerusalem that the Holy Ghost 
came down at Pentecost. From -here 
the first missionaries went out. It was 
the point to which the Crusades were 
directed. It was the religious center of 
the past. 


Unwanted — Yet They Come 


It is the center of religious thought 
today. To this point many Jewish hearts 
aspire and Christian hearts turn. Here 
are the shrines of the Christian faith, 
and even Mohammedans venerate it as 
second only to Mecca in importance. 

It is the center of the world’s hope 
for tomorrow. Here “the King will 
come down with His people to reign.” 
From here He, David’s greater Son, will 
judge the world. Without Jerusalem and 
the events that transpired here and will 
yet transpire here, this world is unthink- 
able, hopeless, lost. 

Is it any wonder, then, that the world’s 
attention is fixed upon Jerusalem and 
Palestine? The Jews are unaware, 
through the “vail” that is still upon their 
hearts, of God’s eternal purpose in Christ 
Jesus for them in their ancient and 
rightful land, yet they strivé in their 
thousands and millions to enter. Urged 
on by the miseries they have endured 
for centuries, but which never reached 
such a dreadful peak as under Nazi 
Germany, they come. Three-fourths of 
their numbers have died in a dreadful, 
unbelievably savage persecution. It is 
no wonder that they come in the hope 
of a national home of safety and respite. 
. Incited by Zionist leaders, encouraged 
by British mandate and Balfour Declara- 
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tion, but more than all by deep, inner 
feeling of compulsion that does. not 
completely yield to their own analysis, 
they come and they come. 

Of course the inhabitants of the land 
do not want them. Neither did the Ca- 
naanites of old want them, nor the 
Jebusites, nor any of the inhabitants of 
the ancient land, and yet they came and 
they are coming again. God has decreed 
it. It must be so. 

Of course their right to the land can 
not be maintained apart from God. And 
the nations as a whole reject God. The 
Arab people in the land do have rights 
from almost every human viewpoint. 
These rights can never be ruthlessly 
trampled under foot, and it is difficult 
to imagine their having a change of 
heart and becoming willing to admit the 
Jews. 


The Lesson Jeremiah Learned 


An irresistible force seems to be meet- 
ing an immovable body, and how God’s 
purpose for Israel will work out in its 
inflexible course we can only wonder. 
It will be worked out, and all that most 
of us can do about it is to watch, to 
pray, and to believe. 

Jeremiah was sure of God's eternal 
purpose in grace for the land. He was 
told, at a time when Israel’s affairs were 
at the lowest possible ebb and when 
captivity in Babylon seemed only a few 
days distant, to buy a field in Anathoth, 
a suburb of Jerusalem. Why buy a field 
that was probably already under the 
conqueror’s heel? Because God said, 
“Buy it.” He did not quibble. He did 
not argue. He did not save the seven- 
teen shekels, carefully gathered for use 
during the imminent Babylonish or 
Egyptian captivity when every penny 
would count. He bought the field on 
God’s assuring promise that “houses and 
fields and vineyards shall be possessed 
again in this land” (Jer. 32:15). 

In much earnest prayer (Jer. 32:16- 
25), he seeks God’s face and seeks con- 
firmation of his obedience in the pur- 
chase of the field. God gives to His 
servant a gracious reply, “Behold, I am 
the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there 
any thing too hard for me?” God answers 
us today by saying, as it were, “That 
tiny land of Palestine, to Me the God 
of all flesh, to Me that hung the world 
upon nothing, it is nothing to do as I 
have promised. The only thing you 
have to do is to believe Me.” And then 
He bids us also to “call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest 
not” (Jer. 33:3), a promise that is sure 
of fulfillment when they shall be His 
people and He will be their God. This 
was to bring and will bring great bless- 
ing to the house of Israel and to the 
house of Judah. 

God makes it very plain (Jer. 33:15) 
that at that time His Branch of right- 
eousness will judge: the land, His Jeho- 
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vah-tsidkenu, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He will cause Jerusalem to 
dwell safely and be at peace. 

He goes on to reveal that as surely 
as night follows day, so surely will God’s 
Word come to pass. Every word will be 
performed, and Anathoth’s fields and 
Sharon’s rose-bedecked plain will be se- 
cure under David’s greater Son, God’s 
only Son, our Lord‘ Jesus Christ, and 
His people will serve Him. They will 
possess the land and the time fast ap- 
proaches. To slightly change the words 
of a familiar hymn: 

The long, long night is past 
And morning comes at last 
And hushed the dreadful wail 
And fury of the blast, f 
As o’er the golden hills 

The day advances fast, 

The Son of man doth come ! 

“Surely I come suddenly. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 


JERUSALEM. 
Me 


Archaeological Sidelights 
on the Lesson for May 19 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Word “Lord” 

HEN Christ appeared to Thomas 

and the other disciples .after His 
resurrection, and Thomas realized that 
this was truly Christ, he exclaimed, “My 
Lord and my God” (John 20:28). The 
term, “Lord” (Gr., kurios), which is ap- 
plied to Christ many times, has a much 
deeper meaning than was formerly sup- 
posed. The term “lord” may be used 
merely as a term of respect, as it has 
been employed in England during past 
times. New Testament archaeological 
discoveries, however, show that the term, 
“Lord Jesus” (Gr., Kurios Iesous), was 
an ascription of deity to Christ.! 

The use of the term, “lord” (kurios), 
as a title for a king or a god, appears 
in the Near East several generations 
before the coming of Christ. A papyrus 
excavated in Egypt gives as the official 
title of King Ptolemy IV (221-205 B.C.) 
the epithet “lord of the diadems,” 2 and 
the famous Rosetta Stone gives the same 
title to Ptolemy V (205-181 B.C.).3 A 
more definite evidence of the use of the 
term for one considered as a god appears 
in an inscription of May 12, 62 B.C., on 
the door of the temple of Isis, on the 
island of Philae in Egypt, in which a 





1C. M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 127. 

* Wilcken, “Archiv fur Papyrusforschung, I,” 
Pp. 481ff., cited in Adolph Deissmann, “Light 
from. the Ancient East,"’ New York, Doran, 
1927, p. 352. ¢ 

8 Dittenberger, “Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones 
Selectae,” No. 90, cited in Deissmann, op. 
eit., p. 352. 
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high Egyptian official called Ptolemy 
XIII “the lord king god.”4 

The Roman Emperor was considered to 
be a god, and the term “lord” was ap- 
plied te him to indicate his deity. In 
the papyri excavated at Oxyrhynchus in 
Egypt, some temple accounts of the year 
1 A.D. mention sacrifices and libations 
for “the god and lord Emperor,”5 a 
reference to the Roman Emperor, Au- 
gustus. When we come to the time of 
Nero (about A.D. 60), we find a great 
number of examples of inscriptions in 
which the title “lord” is given to him. 
Wilcken lists some twenty-seven ostraca 
which afe dated in the reign of Nero 
“the lord.” One of them reads, “I have 
received from thee four drachmae, be- 
ing the collection of Isis on behalf of 
the public works. In the year nine of 
Nero the lord.” ¢ 

A marble tablet was found in Greece 
that immortalizes a speech made by Nero 


at Corinth in November, A.D. 67, and’ 


also contains a decree in which he is 
called “lord of the whole world,” as 


well as “the lord Augustus.”7 An ex- ° 


ample of how other monarchs recognized 
Nero as deity is furnished by the réc- 





*Dittenberger, op. cit., No. 186; Deissmann, 
op. cit., p. 352. : 

5 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 353. 

¢TIbid., p. 105. For a picture of this ostra- 
con, see Deissmann, figure 12. An ostracon 
is a:piece of broken pottery on which there 
is writing. 

7 Dittenberger, “Sylloge,” No. 376; cited in 
Deissmann, op. cit., p. 354, 
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ord of the journey made by the Persian 
King, Tiridates, to pay homage to Nero. 
Tiridates game to Italy and paid his re- 
spects to Nero at Naples as “the lord,” 
and at Rome as “the god.” 8 


Thus we see how a word, “lord,” de- 
veloped a usage to indicate deity, and 
that the use of this term before and 
during New Testament times indicated 
that deity was ascribed to the’ Roman 
Emperor. The use of the same title for 
Christ shows that He was recognized: as 
deity. This does not support the Mod- 
ernist’s claim that Christ was not con- 
sidered divine in a unique sense, but 
merely as having a “spark of the divine,” 
which, they say, is common to all man- 
kind. The use of the term kurios by 
Thomas and others is definitely an as- 
cription of deity to Christ. As Deiss- 
mann points out, when Christianity be- 
gan, “Lord” was “a divine predicate 
intelligible to the whole Eastern world,” 
and it was understood in its full mean- 
ing by everybody in the Hellenistic 
East. Furthermore, when Jude refer- 
red to Christ as “our only Master and 
Lord,” it set Christ off'as different. from 
those who were supposedly gods, that is, 
the Roman emperors.10 

WHEATON, ILL. 


8 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 354. 

®Thid., p. 350. * 

1 Tbid., p. 355. For the translation of Jude 
4 as “our only Master and Lord,” see margin 
of Scofield Reference Bible and also the Amer- 
ican Standard Version. 


A Sunday School’s Bible Reading Contest 


How it won a young man from comic magazines 


co experience of a young man who 
recently won a fine copy of the Bible 
in a Scripture reading contest proves 
again that the Bible may be more in- 
teresting reading than the popular mag- 
azines of the day. 

To stimulate interest in home reading, 
the pastor of Olson (Michigan). Com- 
munity Church offered a good’ Bible to 
the member of the Sunday school, adult 
or child, who would read the most chap- 
ters over-a period of six weeks. Each 
Sunday morning during the opening ex- 
ercises, members reported the number 
of chapters read during the week. The 
contest was won by LaVerne DeLong, a 
young man who had lived near by all 
his life, but did not attend Sunday 
school until after his conversion in No- 
vember, 1945. He had never looked into 
the Bible until he started to read to 
win the prize. The contest began in 
December and closed the second Sunday 
in January, 1946. 

Outdistancing all other contestants by 
several hundred, the young Christian 
read 503 chapters, beginning with the 
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first chapter in Genesis and reading 
straight through into the Chronicles be- 
fore the contest ended. There are very 
few short chapters in this portion of the 
Old Testament, and many of them con- 
tain genealogies and long lists of names 
hard to pronounce, but he skipped none. 

The end of the contest did not end his 
interest in Scripture reading: He has, 
however, lost interest in the comics in 
which he had formerly found much en- 
tertainment. One evening, after reading 
for an hour or two, he laid aside the 
Bible and picked up a comic magazine, 
but found in it so little amusement that, 
after a page or two, he threw it to one 
side. Now he wonders why he had never 
found anything as interesting as the 
Bible and why he wasted his time with 
such inferior reading as the popular 
comics provide. 

His experience also reveals the value 
‘of reading through consecutively, with- 
out stopping %o question the meaning. 
Many believe that the Scriptures should 
be studied by passage, verse, and word, 


(Continued on page 412) 
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LESSON 7. MAY 19. A FRIEND WHO LEARNED TO BELIEVE 


International Uniform Lesson.— John 11: 7-16; 20:19-29, printed text, 11:7, 8, 16, 20:24-29 
Golden Text.—Biessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.—John 20:29 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


John 11:7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go 


into Judzea again. 


8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought 
to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 


16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fel- 
lowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. 


Chap. 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 


was not with them when Jesus came. 


25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of 


the Lord. 


26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 


Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 


stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 


27 Then saith he to Thomas, 


Reach hither thy finger, and 


behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 


my God. 


my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
28.And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and 


29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 


thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 


have believed. 


the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THOMAS, called Didymus (a 

twin) we see a man who, while 

loyal to the Lord Jesus when ac- 
companying Him in His journeys 
through Palestine, was slow to believe 
the reports of His Master’s resurrection. 
He is generally known as Thomas the 
doubter, but this seems to emphasize 
too strongly his longing for assured proof 
that Jesus Christ had indeed risen from 
the dead. Once that proof was given, he 
immediately became an adoring believer, 
giving to Jesus His rightful place as 
Lord and God. To him the fact that 
the Lord Jesus Christ had vanquished 
death was all that was needed to as- 
sure his heart and change him from a 
doubter to a worshiper. Henceforth, 
there was never a question raised con- 
cerning the loyal allegiance of Thomas 
to His risen Saviour: While we do not 
read of his particular activities in the 
Book of Acts, there seems to be good 
reason to accept the testimony of the 
early church that in his evangelistic zeal 
Thomas traveled as far as to India, :pro- 
claiming the Gospel among the Gentiles. 
The sect known as the Christians of St. 
Thomas, in India, attempt to trace their 
origin to that apostle. This, however, is 
doubtful, though there seems good evi- 
dence that Thomas labored among the 
Parthians and other Eastern peoples. 
‘Thomas is mentioned in each of the 
lists of apostles, but is referred to in- 
dividually only in the Gospel of John. 
See, besides the passages used in the 
lesson, John 14:5 and 21:2. 


The Historical Setting 


During the greater part of the three 
and a half years of the public testimony 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, Thomas ac- 
companied Him, and was one of the 
twelve chosen apostles who were to be 
His special witnesses ‘to Israel and to 
the nations. Confused by the events of 
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Passover week, when the Lord Jesus 
was crucified, Thomas had difficulty in 
regard to the reported resurrection of 
Christ, but when given indubitable proof 
of this, he gave unhesitating allegiance 
to Jesus as his Lord and God. 


Verse by Verse 


John 11:7.—‘Let us go into Judea 
again.” A message that His friend Laza- 
rus was ill had reached the Lord Jesus, 
who was making His way slowly down the 
east side of the Jordan. After two days, 
when the Lord knew Lazarus had died, 
He prepared to go to Bethany. 


Verse 8—“The Jews .. . sought to 
stone thee; and goest thou thither 
again?” The disciples demurred, not 


aware, as yet, of the death of Lazarus, 
and they reminded Jesus of. how, on a 
former occasion when He taught in 
Judea, the Jews attempted to kill Him. 


Verse 16.—“Let us“also go, that we 
may die with him.” After the Lord 
Jesus had informed the disciples that 
Lazarus was dead and that He was go- 
ing to “awake him out of sleep,” Thomas, 
who was intensely loyal to his Master 
and yet felt that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was about to expose Himself to needless 
danger, was ready at once to go with 
Him and to die with Him, if circum- 
stances proved such as he and the others 
feared they would be. . 


Chap. 20:24—“Thomas ... was not 
with them when Jesus came.” Jesus 
had appeared in resurrection to the other 
disciples, but Thomas was not present. 
How many, like Thomas, have missed 
great blessing by absenting themselves 
from the gathering of the children of 
God! We are warned to be careful in 
regard to this (Heb. 10:25). 


Verse 25.—“Except I shall see ...I1 
will not believe.” This is ever the atti- 
tude of the rationalist. And how much 
we believe that we can. neither see nor 
explain! Thomas was doubtless des- 
perately in earnest and thoroughly hon- 
est. The Lerd knew this, and in_ His 
own way and time He was to reveal 
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Himself in such a way as to overcome 
all unbelief. 


Verse 26.—“After eight days again.” 
Another weekly cycle elapsed before the 
Lord manifested Himself once more to 
the Eleven, Thomas being now with 
them. He was fully aware of his words 
and attitude. 


Verse 27.—‘Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands.” As He extended 
those nail-pierced hands, what must 
have been the emotions of the soul of 
Thomas? Then came the added com- 
mand, “Reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side.” The body of 
the Lord still bore, and will bear for- 
ever, the marks of His passion. These 
demonstrate beyond all. possibility of 
doubt the fact of His resurrection, that 
His disciples might “be not faithless, but 
believing.” 


Verse 28.—“My Lord and my God”! 
This exclamation by Thomas was an 
avowal of his recognition of the true 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. If He 
were anyone less than God, how sternly 
He would have rebuked Thomas for 
using such words. But the fact that He 
accepted them without rebuke and pro- 
nounced a blessing upon him for mak- 
ing such a confession is proof that He 
valued this testimony to His Godhead 
glory. Thomas was not a Unitarian. He 
knew His Saviour to be not only a di- 
vinely controlled man, but God manifest 
in the flesh. 


Verse 29.—“Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” Be- 
lieved what? Believed that which had 
just been so fervently declared, that 
Jesus Christ is God. This blessirig is 
for all who, to the end of time, make 
this good confession. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is the delight of the risen Saviour 
to manifest Himself in the midst of His 
own. Though not now visible to mortal 
eyes, He is ever in the midst when they 
are gathered together, drawn by love 
for Himself. Doors and bars could not 
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keep out the Lord, of old. They cannot 
do so now. In fact, it is when His peo- 
ple are shut in together, in separation 
from a godless world and from the re- 
ligion of the flesh, as seen in Judaism, 
that He most delights to reveal Himself. 
He comes to speak peace and to em- 
power His servants with the Holy Spirit, 
in order that they may go out to make 
Him known to those still in bondage to 
sin and Satan. 


Lesson Outline 
THOMAS, FAITHFUL BUT CONFUSED 
Loyalty to Christ (John 11:16) 
An honest inquirer (John 14:5) 
An unfortunate absence (John 20:24) 
Perplexed and doubting (John 20:25) 
The revelation of the risen One (vs. 26, 
27) 
Unhesitating recognition and worship 
(v. 28) 
Abundant blessing (v. 29) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Omniscience of Jesus, None 
needed to tell Him what Thomas had 
said when he declared he would not 
believe until he saw the nailprints and 
the scar of the spear wound in the Sav- 
iour’s side. Jesus knew all that he had 
said and thought, and so He met him 
accordingly, duplicating the very lan- 
guage of Thomas as He offered indubit- 
able proof of His own resurrection from 
the dead. 


Divine Consideration for Our Perplex- 
ities. The Lord is ever considerate 
toward honest souls who are seeking 
the light and the truth, but who are 
bewildered because of circumstances 
which are conducive to doubts and fears. 
He does not ask for blind credulity, but 
promises that all who desire to do His 
will shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God or not (John 7:17). Where 
there is integrity of heart and an honest 
desire to know the will of God, He will 
make all clear in due time. 


Summaries and Applications 


It is a great mistake to chide people 
because they have difficulty in believing. 
We should, rather, seek to bring them 
to a realization of their need and lead 
them to find that need met in Christ. 


The doubter was changed to a wor- 
shiper as the nailprints and the scar 
from the spear wound made it evident 
that the Lord Jesus had risen in the very 
same body which had been “hanged on 
a tree.” 

The wounded hands of Christ will 
identify Him to the people of Israel in 
the latter days, as they identified Him 
to the disciples of old (Zech. 12:10; 13:6). 

Can we claim the blessing that the 
Saviour pronounced upon those who, 
having not seen Him, yet believe what 
Thomas declared — that He is Lord and 
God? 

If you have any doubts as to the fact 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 12.—Learning to Live Together. 
Matthew 18:15-22; Mark 3:13, 14; 
10:35-45; Luke 22:24-30 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. May 26.—Finding a New Sense of 
Values (Temperance Lesson). 
Luke 12; 18:24-30; 19:1-10; 1 Timothy 6:17 








that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but 
are honestly seeking light, read the Gos- 
pel of John thoughtfully and carefully, 
looking to God to give you the needed 
light. He has promised to give it. 

The same blessed Lord, who was so 
considerate of Thomas and recognized 
his sincerity in spite of his doubts, stands 
ready to reveal Himself to any truly 
repentent soul who is prepared to be- 
come His follower if convinced that He 
is indeed the crucified and risen Saviour. 

Do we allow ourselves to become care- 
less and indifferent as to our privileges 
as Christians? Are we inclined to re- 
main at home when we might be in 
the assembly of believers, where Christ 
is always present? 


CHICAGO. w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT are the two outstanding traits 
seen in Thomas? 

2. Why would Thomas not believe 
when the other disciples told him they had 
seen the Lord? 

3. Thomas believed as soon as he had 
received tangible evidence. But what of 
those who have believed without such evi- 
dence? ‘ 

4. How may we become certain of Christ’s 
resurrection? 

5. What confession did Thomas make as 
he worshiped the risen Saviour? 

6. Did the Lord rebuke Thomas for call- 
ing .Him God? 

(Answers on page 409) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then said Thomas, which is called 
Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let 
us also go, that we may die with him” 
(John 11:16).—I like all Bible stogies, 
but the story of Thomas is of special 
interest to me, for I was named after 
him. 

Often when persons greet me, they 
will say, “How is doubting Thomas to- 
day?” 

I like to answer, “Can’t you be more 
kind and recall devoted Thomas’ words, 
‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him’?” 

It is singular that these words, which, 
by the way, are the first recorded words 
of Thomas, seem to be completely for- 
gotten, while the words expressing his 
doubt or unbelief are constantly re- 
called. j 

Should this fact be interprétéd to 
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mean that the world recalls a man for 
his doubts rather than his faith? If so, 
it is time to revive the words of Goethe, 
“I will listen to any man’s convictions, 
but pray keep your doubts to yourself.” 

The words, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him,” reveal the fact that 
Thomas was not a coward. He and the 
other apostles were in the company of 
the Lord Jesus across the Jordan (John 
10:39, 40) when the sad news came re- 
garding the illness and death of Lazarus. 

When the Lord said, “Let us go into 
Judza again” (John 11:7), the apostles 
sought to dissuade Him because they 
knew that His going could spell nothing 
but death for Him. 

At this juncture Thomas said, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” So 
in all fairness to the man, let us give at 
least as much prominence to his loyalty 
to Christ, as to his doubt regarding the 
physical resurrection of the body of the 
Lord Jesus. 


“But Thomas ... was not with them 
when Jesus came” (John 20:24).—Here 
is where Thomas made a great mistake. 
Why he absented himself on this impor- 
tant occasion, we are not told; but rest 
assured he had what in his mind was:a 
real reason —not a flimsy excuse. Pos- 
sibly he wanted solitude to think over 
the agonizing scenes.of the Crucifixion. 

The “assembling of ourselves together” 
is one of the greatest earthly provisions 
the Lord has made for His people. — It 
should not be forsaken (Heb. 10:25). If 
a believer is perturbed, as Thomas must 
have been over the scenes he had just 
witnessed, what better thing could he 
do than get into the presence of his 
fellow believers? Has not the Lord 
vouchsafed His presence in the midst 
of two or three gathered together in 
His name? (Matt. 18:20.) 


“The other disciples therefore said 
unto him, We have seen the Lord” (v. 25). 
—It is easy to imagine the.degree of 
enthusiasm and fervency with which 
they said, “We have seen the Lord.” 
For His appearance in their midst an- 
swered’ their questions as to whether 
He, who loved them and whom they 
loved, was dead or alive. 
~ Even a cynical person has been shaken 
to the core of his being by remarks 
coming from the lips of a believer just 
vibrating with enthusiasm. How must 
Thomas, who was by no méans a cynic, 
have been shaken by the sight of the 
radiant faces and the, sound of happy 
voices on this occasion! 

The ringing testimony, “We have seen 
the Lord,” must not we limited to the 
apostles on the day of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. Have not we seen the Lord by 


_ faith, in His Word, at Calvary, on the 


Mount of Olives, in Glory, and in our 
midst? Cannot we in all the joy of that 
revelation say to doubting and disbe- 
lieving souls, “We have seen the Lord !” 

In the Servicemen’s Center in San 
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Francisco, where I was helping, I saw a 
believing sailor talking personally to an 
unbelieving sailor. As he talked, his 
face beamed with the joy of the Lord, 
and the fervency of his spirit was very 
apparent. The unbeliever did not receive 
the testimony, but turned to me and said 
about the other, “There is a devout 
Christian !” 


“But he said unto them, Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
I will not believe” (v. 25).—Before criti- 
cizing Thomas for uttering these words, 
let us recall the fact that he was an 
eyewitness of that scene on Calvary. He 
had seen how unmercifully. thorough 
the men were in driving the spikes 
through the Saviour’s hands. He saw 
the deep gash made by the spear in the 
Saviour’s side. 


He had concentrated on those deep, 
deep wounds and was satisfied beyond a 
_ peradventure that the Saviour died. Now 
nothing but a sight and a feel of the 
wounds in that/living body would satisfy 
him of the resurrection of that bady. 


I like Dr. G. Campbell Morgan’s re- 
marks on this point. He said: “It is 
the attitude of a man who wants to be- 
lieve, and yet must be true. Almost in- 
evitably we recall the words of Tenny- 
son about Arthur Hallam: 

“He fought his doubts and gather’d 
strength, 
He would not make his judgment blind, 
He faced the spectres of the mind 
And laid them; thus he came at length 


To find a stronger faith his own. 

“Any merely flippant person in these 
curious days in which we live, who im- 
agines he or she has some relationship 
with Thomas, and says smilingly, ‘I am 
an agnostic,’ is not for a moment to be 
considered in the same category.” 


“Be not faithless, but believing” (v. 
27).—On the occasion of this special 
gathering, the Lord Jesus very gra- 
ciously gave Thomas the opportunity 
and privilege he desired. But the Record 
does not say Thomas actually put his 
fingers in the print of the nails and 
thrust his hand into His side. 


“Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God” (v. 28).—Faith 
has triumphed! Doubt, which someone 
has called the brother to Despair, has 
been cast out. After the msion of 
the Lord Jesus, Thomas is at the 
prayer meeting of Acts 1:13, 14. And 
his e is inscribed upon one of the 
foundations of the wall of the City Four- 
square (Rev. 21:14). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low’ 


Topic and Scripture: 


Thomas Hears the Good News 
(John 11:7, 8, 16; 20:26, 28, 29) 


ODAY we meet another one of the 
Lord’s twelve disciples who traveled 
everywhere with Him. Nothing is told 
us of what Thomas did for a living when 
Christ called him to follow Him, but I 
have &n idea he might have been a 
fisherman, for we find in the last chap- 
ter of John, he went fishing with Peter, 
James and John, and two other disciples. 
We have a way of calling some per- 
son a “doubting Thomas” when he does 
not believe anything. That is because 
all that most people know about Thomas 
is that he doubted Christ’s resurrection. 
But I like to think of the first words the 
Bible tells us Thomas said. The Lord 
Jesus told His disciples He was going 
to Judea, and the disciples argued about 
it, trying to get Him not to go because 
the Jews wanted to kill Him. Then 
Thomas said to the other disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with him.” 
Oh, I love Thomas for that! He was 
willing in his heart to die with the Lord. 
I know he ran away with the rest of 
the disciples when they all deserted 
Christ. That was the weakness of the 
flesh. They all loved the Lord, but they 
were afraid of the Jews and the Romans. 
The next picture we have of Thomas 
is the one everybody knows. He had 
not been with the other disciples when 
the Lord Jesus Christ appeared unto 
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them after His resurrection, but they 
rushed out ard found him and told him 
all about it. “We have seen the Lord.” 
Can’t you almost hear Peter say, “And 
there were the nailprints in His hands and 
feet and the spear wound in His side.” 
And Thomas said, “Except I shall see ... 
I will not believe.” 

And Jesus knew all about’ Thomas 
and his unbelief. After eight days the 
disciples were together again in that 
room with the doors shut, and Thomas 
was with them this time. I do not know 
where Thomas was when Jesus came the 
first time. Maybe he had such impor- 
tant business he couldn’t get to the 
meeting, like some men today, and so 
missed the Lord. But the second time, 
he was there. The doors were shut. 
Suddenly the Lord Jesus stood in the 
midst and said, “Peace be unto you.” 
Then He turned to Thomas and told him 
to put his finger on His hands, and thrust 
his hand into His side, and “be not faith- 
less, but believing.” 

Then Thomas believed and cried out, 
“My Lord and my God.” 

Thomas believed because he saw, but 
Jesus said, “Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” 

Sometimes we wish we might have 
lived on earth when Jesus was here, and 
that we might have seen Him and known 
Him, but many people who saw Him 
and knew Him, did not believe in Him. 
But we can believe in Him though we 
have not seen Him, and all the children in 
the. Primary class can believe in Him 
and accept Him as their Saviour, and 
some day, perhaps sogn, we will see 
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Him, see the print of the nails in His 
hands, the same wounded hands that 
Thomas saw. 
When my life work is ended, and I cross 
the swelling tide, 
When the bright and glorious morning 
I shall see; 
I shall know my Redeemer when I reach 
the other side, 
And His smile will be the first to 
welcome me. 


I shall know Him, I shall know Him, 

As redeemed by His side I shall stand; 
I shall know Him, I shall know Him 

By the print of the nails in His hand. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Thomas Learns to Believe 
(John 11:7, 8, 16; 20:26-29) 


ID you know the Lord Jesus had a 

twin among His disciple friends? 
That is what Didymus in John 11:16 
means. What was his real name? Do 
we have his name on one of the ovals in 
the Lord Jesus’ “circle of friends”? If 
not, who will put it there? (Refer to 
the article for the first lesson of this 
quarter.) 


In more recent years we have given 
Thomas another nickname. Sometimes 
we use it about people today who are 
slow to believe what other people khow. 
It is “Doubting Thomas.” But once 
Thomas was not slow. He was the first 
to volunteer to follow the Lord back 
to Jerusalem where there was danger. 
We need three pupils to volunteer to 
read John 11:7, 8, 16. How Thomas 
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must have loved the Lord Jesus! For 
he could have gone back home to his 
work and family instead of volunteering 
to go on into trouble. 

It was not long before trouble really 
did come. The Lord Jesus was killed, 
but His friends were not hurt. But how 
sad they were! The One they had loved 
and followed was gone. ‘The hope of 
the Kingdom of God and the thrones 
they would have in Glory were gone. 
Yet some of the women said He was 
alive. The friends did not know what 
to do or think. In the evening Cleopas 
and his companion had returned from 
Emmaus with strange news. Who can 
tell the story they told that Sunday 
night? (Luke 24:13-35, lesson for April 
21.) And then the Lord Jesus suddenly 
appeared among them. He showed them 
His hands with the nail scars in them. 
He showed them the wound in His side 
where a soldier had driven a spear into 
His body. Yes, it really was He! They 
could hardly believe it, it was so won- 
derful. But how happy they were as 
He talked and ate and showed them 
what He wanted them to do! (Luke 24: 
36-49; John 20:19-23.) 

But for some reason Thomas was not 
there'that*night. What he missed! And 
he would not believe the good news that 
Jesus was alive though all the others 
had seen Him. Stubborn Thomas still 
insisted, “Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the’ hails, and thrust 
my hand into his side, I will not be- 
lieve” (John 20:25). 

A whole week passed. Again the dis- 
ciples were together on Sunday eve- 
ning, and Thomas with them. The Lord 
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appeared among them again. After 
greeting the whole group, “Peace be 
unto you,” He turned to Thomas: “Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust 
it into my side: and be not faithless, 
but believing.” The sight of the Lord 
with His nailprints was enough for 
Thomas. He could only exclaim, “My 
Lord and my God.” 

Thomas had to see to believe. But I 
have never seen the Lord Jesus and 
the scars in His hands. Have you? The 
Lord said something very precious for 
us when He spoke to Thomas, “Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” Does that 
mean you? “Be not afraid, only be- 
lieve” (Mark 5:36, Memory Verse). 

There are two important words in 
Romans 10:9, 10. One is a b word, and 
one is a c word. (Believe and confess. 
Draw a heart and lips. Have two pupils 
write the correct word on each.) Did 
Thomas do both? Have you? 

BuckKsPorT, MAINE. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for the certainty 
of Thy Word. Forgive our doubts, our 
fears, our needless questionings where 
answers have already been abundantly 
given. May we have eyes‘to see, and 
ears to hear, and to recognize the truth 
as revealed to us. Thou hast privileged 
us to know so much about the Lord 
Jesus that none of us needs to be igno- 
rant of His salvation. May we act upon 
our knowledge of Him, confess Him be- 
fore men, and follow Him loyally. How 
patient He has been with us! How 
mercifully forgiving! May we put away 
our questionings, take Him at His word, 
and be no longer faithless, but faith- 
filled, trusting for every need. We 
ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—Some folks seem 
to think that it shows a keen mind to 
be a doubter. But doubt is easy. Any- 
body can raise doubts, just as most gar- 
deners can get plenty of weeds if they 
don’t attend to the garden. Theré are 
some things about which we ought not 
to be in doubt, no matter how honest we 


£. 


Bur“ NOT riley ’ 














are. We have all the information we 
need on many a subject. Most of us 
inl this Sunday school have known about 
the Lord Jesus for a good while. Yet 
some of us hold back, play with our 
doubts, and still will not say as Thomas 
said, “My Lord and my God.” Notice that 
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Thomas did not just say “Lord” and 
“God,” but it was his Lord and God— 
a very personal confession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. When will you stop doubt- 
ing, and come to a decision for Christ 
—today? Why not? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


LEARNING TO Believe Gop 
ET us tie together several verses on 
faith with promises of everlasting 
life. “Without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe.” Believe what? “Believe 


that he is”! “He that bélieveth on the 
Son hath—” something important! 
“HATH LIFE!” How do we know this 


is true? God’s Word says so, and God, 
our Creator and Controller, cannot lie 
(Heb. 6:18). 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for.” For what do we hope? We hope 
for freedom from guilt, fear, and inse- 
curity of our future. We hope for vic- 
tory, usefulness, and an opportunity to 
live abundantly and happily. 

Hope for resurrection (Acts 23:6). 

Hope for deliverance from physical 
bondage (Rom. 8: 18-25). 

Hope for eternal life with God (1 Cor. 
15: 19-23). J 

No hope without God (Eph. 2:12). 


What else is true of faith? “Faith 
>. . is the evidence of things not seen.” 


We do not see our Redeemer (Acts 16: © 


31; Rom. 8:37-39). We may not see with 
physical eyes the answers to our prayer 
for guidance, or a material manifesta- 
tion of fellowship with Him (Prov. 3: 
5, 6; Psa. 42:1, 2; 1 John 3:2). 

Faith is more, though, than an assur- 
ance of sins forgiven, and the hope of 
spending an eternity with God. It is a 
growing condition, touching every point 
of life where reasoning or emotions are 
concerned. In the first scene of our lesson 
Thomas was miserable because even in 
the physical presence of Jesus the cares 
of this world overshadowed the things 
of the spirit. Notice how the misgivings 
of the disciples correspond with many 
of our own: 


“Then after that” (John 11:7). The 
need presented to the Lord was not 
taken care of immediately. Doubts 
often come because we are unwilling to 
wait for the Lord to work (Psa. 27:13, 
14). 


“His disciples say” (John 11:8). The 
disciples could not swerve Jesus from 
His knowledge of eternal truths, but 
we, His people, sometimes permit others 
to “say” to us things that make our 
hearts melt with doubt (Num. 13:33; 14: 
1). 


“Sought to stone thee” (John 11:8). 
Danger or temptation may make a Chris- 
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tian wonder whether God still cares (1 
Cor. 10:13; Acts 20:24). 


“If a man walk in the night” (John 
11:10). ‘Ignorance, or inability to see 
what lies ahead may bring doubt re- 
garding future joy and security (John 
14: 1-3; 1 John 3:3-7). 

“Die with him” (John 11:16). 
death comes into a home those who re- 
main may feel, for a while, that life has 
lost its incentive. Why could not those 
who are left die, too, they wonder. “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also,” is the 
Lord’s message to those who are left in 
this world. Live abundantly, victori- 
ously, believingly. How else could you 
live if Galatians 2:20 is true? “Not I, 
but Christ liveth in me.” 

Only when we limit the power of God 


will our faith grow weak. Thomas be- 


lieved that his friend Jesus could do 
wonderful things. He had seen the mir- 
acles himself. Even the dead came forth 
at the Lord’s command. The Lord Jesus 
could do this, but no one else could, and 
when the life of His flesh was given up, 
and the body was laid in the tomb, who 
was left to call Him forth? Thomas 
could hardly believe that Jesus held 
within Himself the “power of an. end- 
less life’ (Heb. 7:16). When Thomas 
recognized the risen Lord, he saw not 
just the Man he used to know, but the 
Christ, Messiah, Son of the living God. 
Through Christ he could understand the 
reality of the power of God. Doubts 
grow dim and faith grows strong in 
the glory-light of Jesus Christ (John 1: 
14; 2 Cor. 3:6). "He who was man is now 
Lord and Master — God, Creator, King! 
AvpaucH, CALir. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the term “doubting 

Thomas” has come to be a byword, 
and has its fixed place in our language. 
We reach back more than nineteen cen- 
turies for its source, and find it in our 
lesson today, stamped upon one of our 
Lord’s most loyal disciples. Even the 
dictionary gives space for this defini- 
tion — “That one of the twelve Apostles 
characterized by his doubting disposi- 
tion.” His skepticism (and that in re- 
gard te his Lord) is the uppermost 
thing in mind whenever Thomas’. name 
is mentioned. It is a stigma that hardly 
seems fair. True, our Lord said to him, 
“Be not faithless, but believing,” but the 
same might have been said to any one 
of the other ten if by chance, like 
Thomas, they had been absent upon that 
first (to them) appearance of the risen 


Lord. Not one of the disciples was 


ready to believe the Lord had actually 
risen from the dead, unless he had been 
confronted with visible proof. The mere 
rumor of the fact had filled them all 
with surprise and consternation. 


When 
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It is too bad that when we think of 
Thomas in John 20:27, we do not turn 
hack arid look at him in John 11:16, 
where he is saying to the other fear- 
stricken disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” This was when 
Jesus announced -His intention to return 
to Judea where His life had been threat- 
ened. I believe that gives a better view 
of Thomas’ real character. He was loyal. 
And the last words of Thomas that we 
have in the record are these: “My 
Lord and my God,” addressed to his 
Master (John 20:28). 

Nevertheless, Thomas was at fault in 
his unwillingness to believe the Lord 
had risen from the dead, and Jesus re- 
buked him for it, just as He rebuked 
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
“O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken” (Luke 
24:25). They all should have been pre- 
pared for the Resurrection. Even if 
they might have failed to interpret 
properly the utterances of the prophets, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Jesus, Himself, had been careful to tell 
them He would be slain and would “rise 
again” on “the third day.” This is re- 
corded four times in the Gospels. Look 
at Matthew 20:19; Mark 9:31; 10:34; and 
Luke 18:33. You will notice in each 
instance it is stated that Jesus took the 
Twelve apart and gave them explicitly 
the details leading up to His resurrec- 
tion on the third day: the arrest, the 
trials, the mockings and scourgings, the 
condemnation to death, the crucifixion, 
the killing, and that He would “rise the 
third day.” And while it is stated they 
did not fully understand Him at the 
time, it should have dawned upon them 
clearly when the news was flashed 
around on that resurrection morning. 
Hear the “two men ... in shining gar- 


ments” at the empty tomb telling those . 


astonished ones who had come to anoint 
His body with spices, “He is not here, 
but is risen: remember how he spake 
unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 
saying, The Son of man must be deliv- 
ered into the hands of sinful men, and 
be crucified, and the third day rise 
again?” (Luke 24: 6-8.) 


No, they should not have been sur- 
prised — they certainly should not have 
doubted — for He had clearly told all of 
them that this very thing would come 
to pass. 


Now, fellows, doubt can serve us to 
a good purpose if it is held within proper 
bounds. Sometimes you hear it said, 
“Give him the benefit of the doubt.” 
So doubt can yield a benefit. It is sim- 
ply being cautious not to come to a 
hasty decision; not until all the facts 
are before you, or some strong out- 
standing fact that would outweigh 
everything else. When it comes to spir- 
itual matters, God’s Word is that strong 
outstanding fact. You need not wait 
for further evidence. God has said it; 
that is sufficient. 


Since I began writing this lesson I 
have had an interview with a young 
lady who made a profession of faith a 
number of years ago and joined the 
church, but had never felt sure she was 
saved. She was much troubled about it; 
she just couldn’t feel that she was 
saved. “Do you believe Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God?” “Yes.” “Have 
you accepted Him as your Saviour?” 
“Yes.” “Do you think He could make a 
mistake?” “No.” “Well, see what He 
says about it: ‘He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life’ (John 3:36). 
Does He say anything about_ feeling?” 
“No.” “Your feelings are very fickle 
sometimes; they cannot be depended 
upon. But His Word is absolutely true 
and trustworthy. Can you trust Him, 
not only that He has saved you, but 
His wisdom and His power and His love 
will keep you from falling?” 


She could. And then she felt fine. 
GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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God’s Interest.—Blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed 
(John 20:29, Golden Text). Charles 
Spurgeon once went to Bristol to preach 
in the three Baptist chapels in the-city, 
hoping to collect three hundred pounds 
which were needed immediately for his 
orphanage. He got the money. Retir- 
ing to bed that night he heard a voice 
which to him was the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Give the three hundred pounds 
to George Mueller.” “But, Lord,” an- 
swered Spurgeon, “I need it for my dear 
children in London.” Again came the 
word, “Give the three hundred pounds 
to George Mueller.” It was only when 
he had said, “Yes, Lord, I will,” that 
sleep came to him. The following morn- 
ing he went to Mueller’s orphanage and 
found George Mueller on his knees be- 
fore an open Bible, praying. The famous 
preacher placed his hand on his shoulder 
and said, “George, God has told me to 
give you these three hundred pounds.” 
“Oh,” said Mueller, “dear Spurgeon, I 
have been asking the Lord for that very 
amount!” And those two prayerful men 
rejoiced together. When Spurgeon re-* 
turned to London he found a letter on 
his desk awaiting him. He opened it. 
It contained three hundred guineas. 
“There,” he cried With joy, “the Lord has 
returned my three hundred pounds with 
three hundred shillings interest.”—From 
the Bible Friend. Sent by Howard G. 
Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Why the Engine Stopped.—Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed (John 20:29, Golden Text). A 
sergeant-major, converted some time ago 
in a Salvation Army hut, while on duty 
in the Middle East, had charge of the 
locomotive that ran betwen Cairo and 
Hata. After his conversion, before 
starting on each journey, he made it 
a practice to pray for the safety of the 
train and of his passengers. On one 
journey the engine suddenly stopped 
for no apparent reason. A civil engineer 
on the train, as well as the engine staff, 
tried in vain to discover the cause of 
the breakdown that took place at 3 a.m. 
on a wet morning. As dawn approached, 
two workmen came running from farther 
down the line with the news that a 
rainstorm had made a hole big enough 
to engulf the whole train, had it pro- 
ceeded. “What luck!” the passengers 


said. But the driver cuietly gave his 
testimony and spoke of the prayer he 
offered for their safety before beginning 
Strangely enough, as ‘it 


the journey. 




















Lesson for May 19 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions aie on page 404) 


1. Intense loyalty, coupled with difficulty 
of believing without evidence. 


2. Thomas was no doubt as broken- 
hearted as the other disciples over Christ’s 
death, and did not expect His resurrection 
any more than they did, and that unbelief 
was his defense against further disappoint- 
ment. 

3. The Lord has a special blessing for all 
guch believers (John 20:29), and each of us 
who have had no opportunity to see or 
touch Him physically may qualify for that 
blessing. 

4. By reading the Word with subject 
hearts, looking to God for divine illumina- 
tion. 


5. That he saw in Him his Lord and his 


6. No; He pronounced a blessing upon 
him for thus recognizing Him. 








seemed to the passengers, the engine 
started without hesitancy when the track 
had been repaired after a fourteen-hour 
holdup.—From Life of Faith. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebdr. 


An Age-Old Problem — Absenteeism. 
—But Thomas ... was not with them 
when Jesus came (John 20:24). Ab- 
sentéeism is not the problem of industry 
alone, the church knows a great deal 
of it as well. As far back as the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ, Thomas 
was an absentee, and he missed one of 
the most eventful weeks in history. His 
absenteeism tended to unbelief. ... We 
recently heard of a brother in a place 
where a gathering was to be held who 
asked another brother, “Dosyou know 
whom we are to have with us today?” 
The latter began naming one prominent 
speaker after another until the first 
brother said, “Why, no— the. Lord Him- 
self!” He has vouchsafed His presence 
in the midst of His saints. Absenteeism 
means the missing of His blessed pres- 
ence at the service—From Now, Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr.; and 
Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our Greater Privilege—Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails... 
I will not believe (John 20:25). A min- 
ister, in prayer, said, “Lord, Thou hast 
done more for us than Thou didst for 
Thomas. Thou didst let him put his 
finger in Thy wounds, but Thou hast 
put Thy finger in ours and healed them.” 
--From the Christian Herald.. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; 
and Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Plea of the Pierced Hand.—Be- 
hold my hands (John 20:27). Lilias 
Trotter, a pioneer missionary in Algeria, 
could never look out of the car_window 
from an Algerian train without think- 


ing of the villages nestled in the hills 


as full of unreached souls. She recalled 
an old alms plate used at the Communion 
service in Cromer parish church, a worn 
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plate, devoid of ornament, but carrying 
a silent plea, “strong enough to draw 
the contents from one’s purse.” For 
faintly graven on a medallion in the 
center was a pierced hand. This pierced 
hand hed been her summons to Africa, 
—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Unquestioning Dependence.—Be not 
faithless, but believing (John 20:27). 
_ EBENEZER 
How plain and clear 
The steps appear 
By which my Father led me here! 
The road is bright 
With sunset light, 
Which mists of morning hid from sight. 
JEHOVAH-JIREH 
And since Thy hand 
My day has planned, 
How can I fail to understand 
That to the end 
I may depend 
Unquestioning on Thee, my Friend ! 
—From Bishop Houghton, in China’s 
Millions (British). Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Children at Home 


Denny Catches a Robber 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


ENNY lay in Grandma’s high, fat 

_.bed and shivered. He was staying 
with Grandma nights because Mother 
worked in a:factory through the long 
dark hours. Daytimes, he was mostly 
in school — in the first grade. There were 
a good many grades on ahead of him, 
and Denny wished he could go through 
them fast so he could become a man 


‘and a soldier like Daddy. 


Grandma was nice to stay with be- 
cause she could ‘make all kinds of 
cookies. Then dt Grandma’s house was 
Buttercup, the big, yellow cat which 
liked to have Denny pet her soft fur. 
Sometimes Grandma let Buttercup sleep 
on the foot of Denny’s bed to keep him 
company. 

Grandma was quite old and had a 
weak heart, For this reason Mother 
had warned her little boy to be very 
careful and never do anything that 
would make the dear old lady nervous 
or frightened. He was never to say 
“Boo!” at her from behind a door, and 
he was never to call her nights when 
he heard queer noises. 

Denny was hearing a queer noise right 
now. It sounded as though someone had 
accidentally touched the piano keys as 
he walked across the room downstairs. 
Maybe it was Grandma — maybe she had 
not gone to bed yet. 

Denny raised himself up and looked 
toward the register. He could always 
see there if the light was on downstairs. 
But it was dark as could be. 

There! He heard the sound again! 
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We. Cannot! 


“We cannot live on an island of 
prosperity in a sea of misery,” said 
a prominent American after visiting 
some of the camps for displaced per- 

“sons in Europe, with thousands of 
Jewish inmates, victims of an unpre- 
cedented calamity. 

The Christian cannot, at any rate. 

The love of Christ constraineth us 
to rescue the perishing, to feed the 
hungry, to clothe the naked, and to 
preach the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
broken-hearted. 

Such is the ministry of THE 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSION- 
ARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., 
in every part of the world. Give 
us your prayerful and generous sup- 
port. 


General Secretary 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D. 


Checks should be made payable to: 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Ine. 


728-8 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Treasurer for Canada: 


Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont., Can. 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My 
Glory,” sent to all contributors, and 
also on request. 
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J q Street 


Menthly Publication, “‘The Bible Today” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting BARE. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 
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Someone was downstairs in the dark. 
Maybe it was a robber or a ghost. Most 
likely a robber. Denny crawled farther 
under the covers and shivered. 

Then he reinembered Daddy —his 
brave soldier Daddy with stripes en his 
sleeve. Daddy had been around on the 
other side of the world fighting bad men. 
Now, Mother said, he was done fighting 
and was helping them .to live better. 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School , Times. 
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Daddy was never afraid. He didn’t pull 
the blankets up over his head — he just 
went right up to the bad men and made 
them do right. But how could a little 
boy go up to a robber like that? 

Then Denny thought of someone else. 
It was David in the Bible. David wasn’t 
afraid either, because he had God with 
him. So did Daddy have God. And so 
did he— Denny. So why should he feel 
scared at those strange sounds. He 
could hear them again right now. 

Softly Denny stepped out onto the 
floor’ And without turning on the light, 
he tiptoed to the stairs and started down. 
If he could get almost to the bottom, he 
could flip on the little button in the wall 
and see all over the living room. 

Denny’s hand felt along the wall. Yes, 
there was the little botton. Snap! All 
the room below was lighted. 

Denny stood there and stared. Then 
he burst out laughing, for instead of a 
robber man, whom'do you think he saw? 
It was Buttercup sitting on the piano 
keys. 

Suddenly, as hé looked, the big cat 
stood up and began to walk back and 
forth, making the tinkly music that he 
seemed *o like very much. 

Still laughing, Denny snapped off the 
light and tiptoed back upstairs to bed. 
The next morning he told Grandma all 
about it. 

“Well, well!” exclaimed Grandma, 
smiling very pleasantly. “I think I must 
write to your daddy this very day and 
tell him what a brave boy you are. He’ll 
say it took just as mych bravery to 
catch a robber as to win the war in 
Europe.” 

Forestvitxe, N. Y. 


The Last Letters 
of Peter Vansteenberghe 
(Continued from page 400) . 


the advent of peace which the Lord 
brought to the earth, but which the 
world did not want. 

“We have had war in our country. 
It has. been my desire to do my duty. 
I have failed within sight of the goal. 
God has decided otherwise for me and 
I shall die as a soldier, having done my 
duty until the end. You need never be 
ashaméd of me. ... May the Lord bless 
your work, my dear Father; I shall pray 
for you and the Mission. Death is visit- 
ing ‘us a second time, but in our sorrow 
we shall sing to the Lord, ‘To Thee Be 
the Glory, O Thou Risen One’ [title of 
a French hymn]. Very soon now I shall 
be in the Glery of God and singing with 
the angels. . . . Before I forget, I be- 
lieve that I still have three thousand 
francs to my credit; I would like two- 
thirds of this sum to go to the Mission, 
the rest to be transferred to our Evan- 
gelical Young People’s Group for the 
summer camps. I have distributed the 
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Lesson for May 19 


remainder of my food to my comrades 
from cell 103 .... 


“These are my last lines. It is now 
8.10 a.m. In ten minutes from now. I 
shall be fetched away from here. Be of 
good cheer, dear parents,-very soon we 
shall see one another again and then be 
forever united. Good-by, my dear par- 
ents, until we meet in the presence of 
our Saviour. Long live Belgium! May 
God deliver and protect our country. 


“Your soldier son, 
“Peter.” 


In a letter addressed to his oldest 
brother and sister-in-law, he wrote: “I 
have come to the end of my earthly pil- 
grimage. Tomorrow I shall be in the 
presence of our Heavenly Father. I 
carry you, all three, in my heart, for I 
love you. I am happy to know before 
I die that my sister has given life to a 
little girl and that I am now an uncle. 
If the Lord grants you the joy of a 
baby boy, would you give him my name, 
and if he has any inclination for higher 
studies, I would like him to become a 
medical doctor, for this was my ambition. 
My dear Brother, I commend to you once 

. more our darling Mother. Take care of 
her and comfort her heart during the 
hard days that will be upon her. My 
soul is perfectly at ease because I am 


trusting in the Lord. Dear ones, I am 


dying fully conscious of having done my 
duty for my country and I wish for your 
sake that very soon peace may be re- 
stored and that your children may never 
know the horrors of war. My dear 
Brother, I thank you for all that you 
have been to me, the big brother, my 
darling Brother.” 


In a letter to the Dean of his college 
he wrote the following: 


“Before dying I wish to thank#you 
for the education which I received at 
your establishment. Please thank, in my 
name, my professors. . Here is a request 
—I think that you would have done it 
without my asking, but I write youin 
case you do not learn of my death 
please write a word to my parents. This 
word from your hand will be, I feel 
sure, a powerful comfort for them.” 


I learned of the going of our boy on 
January 4th. On the following Sunday 
I was to preach the first of-a series of 
sermons on the Book of Job. This series 
had been in preparation since November 


of the previous year, and I took it asa . 


special token of God’s love to me that 
two months previously I had been led 
to choose as my text for January 9th, 
Job 1:21, “The Lord gave, and the Lord 


hath taken away; blessed be the name ~ 


of the Lord.” If I had had the choice, 
I could not have found a word in the 
Bible that better expressed the theughts 
in my heart and in the heart of my wife 
than that word of Job. 

May our experience bea comfort. to 
the heart of any reader of this testimony 


_ gating. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


What fo do with money 


that must pay you a ture return : 


ARE YOU, like so 
many Christians today, facing 
that important question? You 
yb A look ahead po ag Arora” 
ence, knowing you can de 
upon a sapille’ check to help 
meet the needs of later years. 
cow cm p= glu aaa 
cause of Christ, too . . 


You can do both 


Hae y the Moody Annu- 
Moody Annuity is 
oh and eure, backed by all the 
resources of Moody Bible Insti- 
i rodney forty years since the 

8 every annuity pay- 
Saeias has been sate | in full and 
on time. So... you can count on 
that regular check... 

You can count on more than 
that . . . You'll have the joy of 
of prea in the Institute ministry 

men and women for 

Cet 8 service. Your money will 

inal to provide tuition-free train- 

e'the mission field*, the ear 

jo rod the ‘ministry of gospel 

music, ‘the ev. work of 

Christian radio . . . for every 
phase of Christian work. 

A plan that is worth investi- 


*in ene year 101 pape ante 

















(15) 411 






















































‘Gorm «we. -—~ 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, lil. Dept. S 776 

- Please send me the illustrated booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. 
(J Please send me booklet A. | am under 20 years old. 
































DY BIBLE INSTITUTE - 153 INS 











* CHICAGO 











4 


waite”, # 





- 


At ne ce 


a 








y css 
Mit 





They threw their heads 


in the river 


When the late Dr. Robert Jaffray en- 
tered Borneo, Dutch officials told him 
:.""You are wasting your time. Your 
gospel will not change the Dyaks... 
Ir takes an army to control them.” 
, For Borneo’s “wild man” is a head 
hunter ... Piles of shrunken, smoky 
heads are his badge of manhood.. 
So it has been for centuries. 
.. Soon happy bands of Dyaks gath- 
_ ered on the banks of Borneo's many 
rivers...They sang hymns as they 
threw hundreds of human heads into 
the water. 
The gospel had done what an army 
could not do... 12,000 were baptized 
in ten years. 


Write for free booklet, ‘Dawn Among 
the Dyaks,’’ miracle story of Alliarice 
Missions in the Netherlands Indies. 


The Christian and Missionary 
ALLIANCE 


Dept. S2 + 260 WEST 44TH STREET + NEW YORK 18 
in Canada: 83 CHRISTIE STREET » TORONTO 4 
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who happens to be going through a time 
of bereavement. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


A Sunday School’s Bible 
Reading Contest 
(Continued from page 402) 


but not until] the whole has been read 
first, One does not stop to examine the 
details of a great painting before admir- 
ing the picture as a whole. The fact 
that some read a verse here and a por- 
tion there without quite understanding 
what it is all about may he one of the 
reasons why so many young people, 
even those brought up in Sunday school, 
do not find the Bible interesting. There 
are gems, of course, that mean much to 
all Christians and non-Christians; as in- 
dividuals; but even they become more 
meaningful when understood in the light 
of the whole. 
MIDLAND, Mica. 
we 


Have Testaments Stopped Bullets? 
(Continued from second page) 


New Testaments into battle with them 
because they loved the Word of God, 
believed in its promises, and often 
turned to its inspired pages for comfort 
and cheer. Before several of the battles 
on Guadalcanal, a battalion commander 
in my regiment reported to me that 
his men-could be seen seated on the 
ground underneath the banyan trees in 
the jungle reading their New Testa- 
ments. I believe that the men in my 
regiment carried New Testaments with 
them because the Word of God had be- 
come dear to their hearts. They also 
had accepted as Lord and Saviour the 
Christ whom the Word proclaims. 

-E know of fotr mén to whom I gave 
New Testaments, who were spared from 
death or serious wounds by the fact 
that their Testaments were in the right 
place at the right time. 


Case 1. A marine at .Tulagi went 
into battle with a Testament in his front 
left pocket of his combat dungarees. 
A Jap bullet pierced the Testament to 
the last page, and then stopped. 


Case 2. Another marine had his Tes- 
tament in his front upper dungaree 
pocket. A large piece of Jap shrapnel 
hit him and smashed his Testament into 
pulp. I was telling about the incident 
to a group of doctors. The command- 
ing officer in a medical company was 

among the listeners. “You 
don’t need to tell us any more about 
him, Chaplain,” he commented. “I 
talked with that marine, and saw, his 
Testament.” 


Case 3. I examined the Gideon New 
Testament of the third man, Private 
O. E. Spicer, of Tivoli, Tex.. A piece of 
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Jap shrapnel had gone through the bowl 
of his mess gear spoon ‘which he was 
carrying in his upper. dungaree pocket), 
and had then embedded itself in his 
Testament. “Chaplain,” said Private 
Spicer, “I want another New Testament. 
I have made it a practice to read a por- 
tion every night before I go to bed. 
I’ve read it through “ve or six times 
now. And my favorite verse is the one 
where Jesus said, in John 6:37, ‘Him 
that cometh to.me I will no wise cast 
out.’” 


Case 4, While he was going ashore at 
bloody Tarawz, Pfc Henry Paul Clayton, 
of R 1, Wann, Okla., had his Testament 
in his knapsack. A Jap bullet. went 
through his pack, his rubber poncho, 
and then all the way through his Tes- 
tament. Its force spent, the bullet de- 
posited itself in the bottom of Clayton’s 
pack. Had it not been for the Testa- 
ment, the bullet would have had suffi- 
cient force to pierce Clayton’s body. 


1 believe that he owes his life to the 


fact that he carried his Testament dur- 
ing that battle when in about seventy- 
six hours nearly one thousand marines 
died in the water and on the beaches 
of Tarawa. When our combat team was 
ordered out of Tarawa, Clayton gave me 
the Testament with the following inscrip- 
tion: “I personally gave this Testament 
to Chaplain Willard as evidence of what 
the good Lord will do for the person 
when he really needs His help and care.” 
He also wrote out for me a lengthy 
statement, in which he recorded the de- 
tails of the incident. This statement 
was witnessed by Pfc Howard J. Emard, 
R 1, Marquette, Mich., and Pfc Alvin A. 
Penayle, Box 62, Elysburg, Pa. There- 
upon Ensign E. C. Fenton, USNR, nota- 
rized document. 


One of the minister’s objections, 
quoted above, was that in the New Tes- 
tament which was credited with saving 
a man’s life the bullet had stopped at 
the’ versé, “A thousand shall fall at thy 
side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; 
but it shall not come nigh thee.” The 
minister is quoted as commenting: “Now 
what do you think of that story? Per- 
sonally I think it is terrible. First of 
all, it is not true. It never happened. 
That verse happens to be in the Old 
Testament.” 


In answer to these objections, let me 


_ State that all Gideon New Testaments 
_ include after the Book of Revelation a 


very helpful chart on the harmony of 
the Gospels, followed by the entire Book 
of Psalms. The American Bible Society 
New Testament for soldiers and sailors 
also adds some of che better known 
Psalins. 


The Testament which saved Pfg H. P. 
Clayton’s life is now in my possession. 
I would be glad to show it to any who 
are interested in finding out first-hand 
how God sometimes honors in a very 
peculiar way those who love His Word. 







































PROGRESSIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOLS SPEAK | 


All Bible Grailed Sle Won... 


UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 


IN’ THIS SUNDAY SCHOOL’S ANNUAL MEETING 


“WE are happy to recommend your All Bible Graded Series 
lessons and welcome them more and more with each quarter's 
renewal,” says General Superintendent Harold Bullmore of the 
Gospel Tabernacle* in Racine, Wisconsin. “In the annual Sunday 
School business meeting of 1944, we voted unanimously for All 
Bible Graded Series of Sunday School lessons upon recommendation 
of pastor Harold W, Erickson. We now use ABGS in all 
departments Nursery thru Senior.” 





Now, nearly half a million boys and girls, 
men and women are being reached with the 


soul-saving gospel of Christ thru ABGS. 
Join the thousands of teachers who 


acclaim “ABGS Lessons Best.” 


*This growing Sunday School now reports 
an enrollment of 420, with an average 
attendance of 360. That Mr. Bullmore is 
doing a grand job. is evidenced by his 
recent re-election as General Superinten: 


dent for the 26th .consecutive year. 


of 7 oat YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, etc. and you will 


receive your FREE copy of the “ABGS COMPLETE PROGRAM” booklet of All 
Bible Graded Series information, and a copy of the “SPRING SUPPLEMENT” 
“from our catalog department. 
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“PILGRIM’S PROGRESS” 


Now In Flanoblot Bvnyen’simmortal story, more 
powerfully winning than ever. 
Over 100 attractive illustrations, richly colored. Large 62-page 
Manual with text and 26 lesson scenes. For S. S., Y. P., Child 
Evangelism, study groups, etc. Complete Flanoblot set only 
$3.00; Manual 50 cents. Order today. 

*Flanoblot” adheres to your flannel board — no backing 
needed. Quarterly sets S Uniform Lessons only $2.00. 


Descriptive Circular Free on Request 
GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
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EACHING JEWS FOR CHRIST 


By Radio in Three Largest and Other Cities 
roughout the Country Every Sunday. Hun- 
f dreds write for Prophecy New Testaments. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Sunday School Times 
Index and Binder 


HE Index of the contents of THe 

Sunpay Scuoot Times for 1945 has 
now been issued. It is of the same size 
as a copy of the Times, contains eight 
pages, and includes a “General Index of 
Titles,” and a “Classified Index,” which 
is subdivided into indexes to the Verse, 
Editorials, Notes on Open Letters, Gen- 
eral Contributed Articles, Writers of 
Signed Articles, and the like. 

Copies of the Index for 1945 may be 
had for 15 cents each. 

A convenient cloth binder, which will 
hold the issues of the Times for one 
year, may be had for $1.25. It is so 
arranged that the reader can _ insert 
single copies of the Times as they are 
received, or a whole year’s copies may 
be filed at one time. 

Orders for the Index or binder 
should be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 19 


1. Our Church and Our Community 
(Acts 2:37-47) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


O CHRISTIAN church ever faced a 

more difficult task in a hostile com- 
munity than did the first church of 
which the Scripture portion assigned for 
this week’s prayer meeting tells us. The 
little band of disciples that was the 
nucleus around which the first church 
was formed had lost their Leader and 
Lord. They were in imminent danger 
of arrest by the chief priests. They were, 
in the main, simple, unlearned men, 
among whom there had been some striv- 
ing for places of supposed prominence 
and preference, and there had been one 
traitor in their midst. Surely this was 
not a very promising group with which 
to establish a new church. 


But a remarkable, energizing, cohesive 
force had seized this little group of fol- 
lowers of Christ. Each member, on the 
day of Pentecost, had been filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and had been trans- 
formed into a fearless, flaming witness 
for Christ. Peter, who, only a short 
time before, had denied his Lord with 
cursings, had stepped forward - before 
the crowd of amazed spectators that had 
gathered about the meeting place of 


«the disciples, and had boldly declared 


that Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had 
slain, was the Christ, the Holy One of 
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God and that He had risen from the 
dead. 

It was this bold witnessing to the 
purpose and person of the Lord Jesus, 
and the fearless challenge to repent of 
their sins that “pricked” some three 
thousand of the crowd (Acts 2:37) “in 
their heart,” and led them to cry out, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
Then it was that they gladly received 
Peter’s word and repented, were bap- 
tized, and “were added” (v. 41) to the 
disciples. 

4 


Here is the pattern for any true church 
of Christ, whether it be in the first 
century or twentieth—a group of be- 
lievers, filled with the Holy Spirit, fear- 
lessly proclaiming Christ’s deity, His 
death for man’s. sin, His _ resur- 
rection and- ascension, and _ calling 
upon all men to believe and receive 
Him. as Saviour and Lord. Wherever this 
pattern is faithfully followed, God will 
“add” to that church “such as should 
be saved.” 

ye 


Notice also that, while there was no 
social service program set up, the physi- 
cal needs of the poorer members of this 
early church were not neglected. The 
love of Christ in the hearts of the be- 
lievers prompted those who had means 
to sell some of their possessions (v. 45) 
and to distribute money to those be- 
lievers who were in need. It was not a 
communism where all wealth was di- 
vided among all equally, but a Chris- 
tian sharing with the needy. 

However, this was not a program, but 
the working out of Christian love and 
consideration. The program of this first 
church is clearly stated — continuing 
steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching to 
which we may liken the faithful preach- 
ing and teaching of the Word today; in 
Christian fellowship, in observance éf 
the Lord’s Supper, and in prayer (v. 42). 


ye 


Two notable results came from this 
Scriptural program. One was.secn in 
the community, for we read that “fear” 
(v. 43), or reverential awe came upon 
all men because of the “many wonders 
and signs” done by the apostles. To- 
day miracles of the same nature are not 
needed, but the community in which 
your church is located may indeed be 
stirred by miracles of redemption 
through the faithful preaching of the 
Word. 

The second result was seen in the 
lives of the church members. There 
was unity’of spirit under the control of 
the Holy Spirit (v. 46); gladness and 
singleness of heart; praise (v. 47); and 
the believers found favor in the com- 
munity. What twentieth century church 
could not thrive under such results? Are 
they true of your church? They may be. 
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Dr. Pettingill’s Itinerary 


R. WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL’S 
speaking engagements for the next 
few months are as follows: 





May %.—Bible Conference, Sierra Madre, 
Calif. 

May 8-10.—First Baptist Church, Ceres, 
Calif. . 

May 12-26.—Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee, Stockton, Calif. 

May 28-31.—Boulevard Chapel, Sacramento, 
Calif. 

June 2-6.—Grace Bible Church, Lockeford, 
Calif. 


June 9-13.—Central Bible Church, Portland, 
Oreg. 

June 16-20.—Southwest Idaho Bible Confer- 
ence, Payette, Idaho. 

June 23-30.—Montana Gospel Crusade, Bill- 
ings, Mont. - 


July 1-4.—Clydehurst Bible Conference in the 
Absaroka National Forest of Montana. 


July 6-14.—Salt Lake City and Ogden, Utah. 


Dr. Pettingill plans to teach in the East 
in the autumn, beginning in Georgia, 
September 7, and moving northward 
through North and South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jer- 
sey, and New York, before traveling 
West again in November. 


Pastors and others who would like.to 
arrange for further meetings should 
write to Dr. William L. Pettingill, 1709 
N. Scott St., Wilmington 25, Del. 


With the New Books 


Christ Finds a Rabbi. By George Bene- 
dict. (May be obtained from the author, 
5372 Wingohocking Terrace, Philadelphia 
44; $2.) Are we near the time when Is- 
rael shall look upon Him whom they 
have pierced, and shall mourn for Him? 
The reading of this book gives one the 
hope that the weary nation will be soon 
turning to her Messiah, as the Scrip- 
tures predict. The title exactly describes 
the author’s message. As surely as 
Christ went out to meet Saul of Tarsus 
on the Damascus road, so surely He went 
forth to meet George Beneflict. He 
feels that there have been five experi- 
ences of his life when Christ made Him- 
self known to him. More and more he 
came out of the darkness to know his 
Saviour. These experiences are graph- 
ically told. It is good to kriow of the 
faithful Scottish teacher in England com- 
forting him, the only Jewish boy in her 
class, and putting in his heart a longing 
to know Jesus. One’s heart goes out 
to the boy in the school of the rabbis, 
when he wrote the essay, “Jesus as a 
Representative of Judaism,” and came 
near being dismissed from the school. 
There followed years of Bible reading 
and ~study, when he became convinced 
that Jesus was the Messiah. Then there 
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was that revolutionizing experience 
when he helped to put the cause of the 
persecuted Koreans before the world 
and learned what real Christians are 
like. Soon there came the time when 
he seemed to hear the voice, sweet and 
persuasive, that called him to take Com- 
munion in a Christian church. One of 
the climactic experiences came on the 
Day of Atonement when he was rabbi 
in Roanoke, Va., and was so burdened 
for his people to know Christ that he 
could scarce rise from his knees as he 
prayed for them. He begged Christ to 
come back to His own. The book is 
full of pathos and earnest longing for 
his people to know the Messiah. He 
shows the terrible spiritual destitution 
of the Jews of today, as they are forsak- 
ing their synagogues and fast becoming 
a nation of atheists. We should meet 
such terrible need both spiritual and 
physical with the Gospel. Ex-Rabbi 
George Benedict longs for the world 
to know that he has been found of 
Christ. Get this account of this vital 
spiritual experience and give it to your 
Jewish friends. Many of them are in 
a mood also to be found of their Messiah. 


Our Country’s Story. By Frances Cava- 
nah. (Rand McNally and Co., Chicago 
5; $2.50.) History does not need to be 
dull, after all, as any child will find out 
who has this book. From the landing 
of Columbus to World War II, the story 
of our country is told briefly and simply 
for young children, by an author who 
knows how to write for children. The 
excellent illustrations by Janice Hol- 
land make the events live again, as we 
watch the Indians peering from behind 
trees at the first white settlers, or rac- 
ing to ‘attack the pioneer trains of cov- 
ered wagons. There are fine colored 
pictures of Paul Revere’s midnight ride, 
George Washington at Valley Forge, the 
DeWitt Clinton chug-chugging along 
with sparks flying from its tall smoke- 
stack, and a map of the United States 


showing where the buffalo roamed, 
where the Indians ranged, and the 
routes of the covered wagons. The book 


* mountain scenery of 
added i 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
will h CIMT AOC ets to know and 
love their country. 


The Red Terror (Russia) and Bible 
Prophecy. By Dan Gilbert. (Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
35 cents.) With characteristic insight and 
illuminating analysis, Dr. Gilbert leads 
his readers from Winston Churchill’s 
confessed perplexity over Russia’s for- 
eign policy, through her well-planned, 
specially-purposed war preparations be- 
fore Hitler was heard of, to her obvious 
intention of moving south to Palestine. 
There are seven chapters including, 
“The Coming Red Terror Over Pales- 











beriefits, he has the satisfaction of 
knowing that his money ‘will help 
carry on the many services to others, 
to which The Salvation Army is dedi- 
cated. 


SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUITIES 


Safe, Regular 


Thoughtful men and women plan 
for a happy future to include secu- 
ity and financial independence. 
ey have found, after careful in- 
vestigation, that they can receive a 
regular life income through Sal- 
vation Army Gift Annuities. 


These annuities are protected by 
the integrity and resources of The 
Salvation Army, and are further 
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tine,” “The Red Terror Assassinates the 


Atlantic Charter,” “What Will Stalin Do 
With Germany?” “Communism’s Coming 
Conflict With World Capitalism,” and 


_ “Can Britain and America Stop the Red 


Terror?” 


Iitustrations of Bible Truth. By H. A. 
Ironside. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $1.) 
Over a hundred anecdotes and illurtra- 
tions, which have been profitably used 
by the author in his fifty years of 
preaching, are set down by Dr. H. A. 
Ironside in his little book, “Illustrations 
of Bible Truth.” Each story is based 
upon a text of Scripture, which is writ- 
ten out at the beginning of the story. 
Many stories are from Dr. Ironside’s 
personal experience, and thus will be 
found in no other collection of illus- 
trations. As they are told in the author’s 
inimitable style they are all the more 
interesting and valuable. There are two 
indexes in the book, one according to 
the Scripture texts, and one according 
to the titles of the stories. Unfortunately, 
the title doesn’t always convey the topic 
of the story, and it is hoped that, in a 
future edition, a third index, according 
to topic, will be included. The book 


‘can be readily recommended for the 


Christian speaker’s library. 


A Guide to Old Testament Study. By 
Mildred C. Luckhardt. (Association 
Press, 347 Madison Ave., New York 17; 
$1.50.) It is surprising how many books 
profess to be safe guides in the study 
of the Word of God! A great number 
claim to defend the faith, when in real- 
ity they ridicule it and well-nigh de- 
stroy the faith. The material in this 
volume provides a curriculum for forty 
weeks. It can be used with a supple- 
mentary treatise entitled, “Light On Our 
Path,” by. the same author. She expects 
to publish a third book, “A Guide to 
New Testament Study,” which will then 
cover the whole Bible. The method has 
advantages, such as taking the reader 
straight through the Books of the Bible 
in consecutive order. The lessons are 
usually presented in the following way: 
the story.is. told, questions are proposed, 
and activities.are provided for. Occa- 
sionally there are’ objective tests, such 
as true-false statements and completion 
exercises with blank spaces to be filled 
in by the pupil.’ This has merit, for it 
applies up-to-date methods of teaching: 

But as to its message, one must be 
very careful of this book. It is based 
on the documentary theory of higher 
criticism, which looks askance at the 
evangelical Christian view .of the ple- 
nary and verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, It fails to point to Christ in tell- 
ing the story of the Passover. In the 
light of 1 Corinthians 5:7 this is a most 
serious weakness. As a matter of fact, 
the author seldom refers to the New 
Testament at all; yet this is precisely 
where_many Old Testament stories are 
fulfilled. .Then. again, there are some 
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dangerous suggestions made concerning 
miracles. The plagues of Egypt are in- 
terpreted as if they were natural events, 
with nothing supernatural about them 
whatever. To quote the author, “The 
plagues are all plagues that still occur 
in Egypt. . . . The earliest records of 
the plagues do not show them as mir- 
acles but as following one upon another 
as do the natural phenomena of Egypt.” 
The stories of the fiery furnace and the 
lions’ den are considered as symbols. 
On page 156 we read, “Accounts of the 
fiery furnace and the lions’ den told to 
show, by symbolism, God’s protection of 
His own when they are loyal, brave, and 
trusting.” We would faithfully warn 
our readers against the liberalistic, mod- 
ernistic -views propounded in this book 
which was written to guide the teachers 
of our children and young people! As 
we study the Bible, a good principle to 
follow is this: ‘When the literal sense 
makes sense, seek no other sense.” 


Still More Objects That Talk and 
Teach. By Louis T. Talbot, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., 60 cents.) Everywhere about us 
there are common and simple objects 
that can teach spiritual lessons and bring 
home to the heart and mind Scriptural 
truths. In this paper-bound volume are 
forty such usable and effective lessons, 
based on simple and easily obtainable 
objects. Among the lessons are these 
titles: “No Judgment for the Christian” 
(electric heater, pasteboard, and asbes- 
tos); “Keeping Sunday God’s Day” (Sun- 
day newspaper) ; “Watch Out for Habits” 
(ball of string, scissors, tennis racket); 
“All for Christ” (pair of large gloves); 
“What Salvation Includes” (nest~ of 
blocks); and “Long Tongues” (bell with 
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extension on tongue so it cannot ring). 
This is a helpful book for all children’s 
workers. 


The Home — Courtship, Marriage, and 
Children. By Evangelist John R. Rice, 
D.D., Litt.D. (Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, IIl., 
$2.) Every Christian parent who reads 
this 380-page handbook on vital sub- 
jects will be thankful that Dr. Rice 
has had the courage, energy, persever- 
ance, and grace to write it. It is prob- 
ably one of the best and most complete 
discussions of these topics from the Bible 
viewpoint that has been written — cer- 
tainly in recent years. It is marked by 
tenderness, sympathy, warmth of feeling, 
and a’ sense of humor, and yet strict 
adherence to the Scriptures. 


Here are some of the twenty-two chap- 
ter titles: “Marriage and Home,” “Court- 
ship and the Dangers of Petting,” “Prin- 
ciples of a Successful and Happy Mar- 
riage,” “Normal Sex Life in Marriage,” 
“The Blessing of Children,” “Birth Con- 
trol,” “Correction and Discipline of 
Children,” and “Winning Children to 
Christ in the Home.” Dr. Rice fear- 
lessly and frankly deals with all these 
subjects, yet without being indelicate or 
vulgar, as so many writers are in these 
days. His chapters on “Family Wor- 
ship,” “Prayer in the Home,” and “Teach- 
ing the Bible in the Home” are excep- 
tionally fine, and contain many practical 
suggestions——as do all the others. He 
writes also of the need for co-operation 
between church, school, community, and 
home; and of adultery and divorce. He 
sets forth the Bible truth that wives 
should be subject to husbands, and that 
husbands should love their wives “even 
as Christ also loved the church.” He 
does not believe in birth control, in the 
popular sense. He believes that chil- 
dren should be taught to obey, and that 
corporal punishment is a necessary part 
of discipline. 

Dr. Rice is an evangelist of long ex- 
perience, and he and Mrs. Rice have 
been married for twenty-four years. 
They have six fine daughters. There 
is a lovely picture of Mrs. Rice and their 
daughter Lloys as a baby, taken in 1938. 


‘On one of the flyleaves of the book there 





is a marriage certificate to. be filled in 
and spaces for a family record, and in- 


. side the back cover is a decision form. 


Dr. Rice’ illustrates many of his points 


with ‘incidents from his own Christian -fj 


homie life as a boy on a farm, and from 
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‘ie You A Daring Missionary Spirit? 


£ doctor is not trained in an engineer- 
school. Come to Dayton Missionary 
i Bible. Institute for your ge curricu- 
Missionary -training. ident, 
Sidney Correll, F.R.G.S.; Dean esley 
Gate. Write for catalogue and infor- 
mation. 


Dayton Missionary Bible Institute - 
Box 8, Riverdale Station, Dayton 5, 


.. Through the Bible Study 


= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Dr J. Rover, 


: For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
od People’s and Siicslonety Hecke. 

acation Bible Schools, pane 
a and Home Spudy. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 
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A new preduct fer the church, Sunday 
school, er heme should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and ther- 
eughly dependable. Those whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 





afticles of practical value are listed in 
IL Times advertising columns. It will 








pay.te read them every. week. 
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Tabernacle Cut-Out Set 


Here is a timely, practical and reasonably 
priced set for D.V.B.S. use. Sunday school 
classes and pastors study groups will also 
welcome it, as it offers a unique and inter- 
esting way to present the great truths of our 
Lord's ministry to both young and old. 


50c a set, postpaid 
FAMILY ALTAR PRESS, 11 S. Sth St., Minneapolis 2; Mina. 
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A Bible Painting? 
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his conversation and correspondence 
with many people. through the years. 
This is an ideal book to give to a young ° 
couple, and should be in every home. 
It will make husbands and wives love 
each other more, awaken them to the 
joys and blessings of having children, 
lead fathers and mothers to be more 
understanding and sympathetic, and at 
the same time stimulate them to have 
order and discipline, family worship and 
private prayer, and Bible study in the 
home. Needless to say, quotations from 
Scripture are scattered all through these 
pages. What we need in America today 
is more Christiarr homes built on the 


. principles laid down in this worth-while 


and timely book. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest iM. Wadsworth, D.D. © 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 13 to 19 é 
Mon.—Matthew 5:1-12, Watch and Pray. 
Prayer Succestions: “Great is your 


-reward in heaven.” God gives the Holy 


Spirit to them that obey Him. We have 
to obey to understand, and we have to 
abide in Christ if we are to. get our 
prayers answered. The whole import 
of our Lord’s words throughout the en- 
tire Sermon on the Mount is this mat- 
ter of obedience: We have no quarrel 
with those who place the application of 
these words to people of some other 
generation, but we would point. out the 
fact that all of these things stressed .by 
our Lord (wholesome words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ) are similarly emphasized 
in the “Church Epistles.” The apostles 
stressed what Christ stressed. P: ay that 
you enter not into temptation, and that 
you may watch in all things. 

Tues.—Job 42:1-6. A Confession. 

Praver Succestions: “I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes.’ A Chris- 
tian is not better in his behavior than 
he is in his confessions. The greatest 
Christians have been the greatest con- 
fessors. Their knowledge of God in- 
creased their acquaintance with the 
plague of their own hearts. Job, Isaiah, 
and others before and after them whose 
confessions are reported in the Scrip- 
tures humbled themselves in the sight of 
God. ‘The larger the circle of spiritual 
light, the larger the circle of its sur- 
rounding darkness appears. Pray that 
you may be convicted before God of: any 
sin in your heart. 


Wed.—Psalm ‘27:1-6. Trust in God. 
*- Prayer SucGcestions: “The Lord is my 


light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear?” The real test of faith in God is 


* when trouble comes. When we can stand 


by faith in the midst of war and strife, 
and when troubles assail, we show our 












Lesson for May 19 


faith by our works. David sang praises 
and declared confidence in God when 
the odds were all against him. Paul and 
Silas sang their’ songs under the most 
distressing circumstances. God gives 
life-preserving promises that keep trust- 
ing souls from sinking into despair. 
Pray for a faith that can stand in the 
evil day, and that having done all, will 
wait for the sure fulfillment of God’s 
promises. 
Thurs.—John 11:7-16. A Lesson in Faith, 
Praver Succestions: “Let us go into 
Judea again.” The disciples had to 
learn, as we also must, that it is by the 
fdith of the Son of God, that the life 
of the Christian must be lived. His 
faith knows no fear. It is courageous 
and strong in the midst of rising opposi- 
tion to righteousness. Let us “follow the 
Lamb” here below, for we shall, through 
grace, be following Him by, fountains of 
living water in the Paradise of God. 
Pray for faith that works by love when 
Opposition rises against your witness 
and work for Christ. 


Fri.—John 20:19-29. Growing Faith in God. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Thomas an- 
swered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God.” The disciples had faith and, 
therefore, experienced an increase of 
faith. Faith is like a kernel of wheat 
— it has power to grow. First it shows 
the blade, then the stalk, and then the 
ear, and then the full grain in the ear. 
It is like a strong cord tied to stronger 
and stronger ones until it becomes a 
cable of an anchor. that cannot fail. 
The progress of your faith in God should 
be your chief desire toward God. Pray, 
“Lord, increase our faith.” 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 15:35-49, 
The Promise of Eternal Life. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “As we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly.” 
The image of the heavenly. which we 
shallt wear, through the grace of God. 





faith in His blood), is the image and 
likeness of Christ. When we see Him 
we shall be like Him. We shall be glori- 
fied with Him, and this glorification will 
be eternal. The promise of eternal life 
covers justification and_ glorification. 
Pray that you may be more mindful of 
life- everlasting which is yours through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 


Prayer Succestions: “Thou good and 
faithful servant.” Christ has the power 
to make us “good” and to keep us-con- 
tinually “faithful.” As Paul reniinds us, 
“To will is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I find not.” 
Let us learn, therefore, not to trust in 
ourselves but in God who doeth ,the 
work. Pray for more clear teaching to 
be given to Christians on the victorious 
life which they may live by the faith 
of the Son of God. 
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Sun.—Matthew 25:19-30. Faithful unte Béath. 
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Are You Looking for Out-of-Print | HYMNS IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
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TODAY - - - as,never before . . . youth needs to 
be prepared for what tomorrow may bring . . « 
for service .. . for a victorious American life. 


YOUTH HYMNAL, containing material for 
complete worship services, meets the needs of our 
young "people better than any other book. It is 
built around such topics as Challenge, Consecra- $ 
tion, and Courage. 3 
, 34 Worship Programs, Responsive Read- 
Ings and Prayers, in its 224 pages. Dark 
blue and gold waterproof cover... / 
@asily cleaned. $50 per 100 not postpaid. La ig 

SACRED MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


The Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co. 407 Ninth St., Winona Lake, ind. 
Please send examination copy of YOUTH HYMNAL. 
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The Holy Bible! It’s always meant a lot to us—helped us stand up against 
life’s hardest knocks. We wanted to have a real share in giving it to other folks. 

Then someone told us about the American Bible Society’s Annuity Plan 
and we distovered how we could do something fine for the Old Book and at 
the sat protect our income for the future. 

Thea Gok from the Society have never failed to arrive on time—and 
they’re generous too. Besides—they’re backed up by the Society’s nearly 100 
years of experience in writing artmuity agreements. 

Send the coupon today and learn how this Plan can fit your needs apd at 
the same time further the distribution of the Word throughout the world. 
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{ American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
| Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-51 
entitled “A Gift That Lives’ 
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